
We, the people of Saint Francis of Assisi Church, a Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of Allentown, a  
faith-filled people, united in the Holy Spirit and nourished by the Eucharist, strive to be the Body of Christ. We  

manifest our unity through the joyful celebration of the Sacraments. We pledge to use our gifts and resources to  
live the Faith, preach the Word, and Service others as we welcome all into our faith community. 

ft|Çà YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á| eÉÅtÇ Vtà{ÉÄ|v V{âÜv{ft|Çà YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á| eÉÅtÇ Vtà{ÉÄ|v V{âÜv{ft|Çà YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á| eÉÅtÇ Vtà{ÉÄ|v V{âÜv{ft|Çà YÜtÇv|á Éy Táá|á| eÉÅtÇ Vtà{ÉÄ|v V{âÜv{    
1046 West Cedar Street - Allentown, Pennsylvania 18102 

        (610) 433-6102 
            
www.stfrancisallentown.org              facebook: @stfrancisallentown 

Pastor 
Reverend Monsignor Victor F. Finelli, Th. M., J.C.L. 

 

Permanent Deacons 

Deacon Robert P. Young 

Deacon Ricardo Reyes  

 
Mass Schedule 

 

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM 

Sunday: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 

Daily: see Mass Schedule 
Holy Day: (Vigil 7:00 PM) 8:00 AM & 12:05 PM 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

Saturday: 3:15-4:00 PM 

Anytime by appointment 

 
Adoration Chapel 

 

Please consider spending some time with our Lord in 

the Blessed Sacrament. Our Adoration Chapel is 

open daily from 6:00 AM—9:00 PM.  

December 23, 2018December 23, 2018December 23, 2018December 23, 2018    
    

Fourth SundayFourth SundayFourth SundayFourth Sunday    
Of AdventOf AdventOf AdventOf Advent    



Monday, December 24th            Vigil, Nativity Of  The Lord            
Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25                        
4:30  PM  Celebrant’s Intentions 
10:30 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

Tuesday, December 25th          The Nativity of  The Lord   
Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18        
8:30  AM  Christmas Flower Memorials 
10:30 AM Christmas Flower Memorials 

Wednesday, December 26th                    Saint Stephen 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22                   

No Mass 

Thursday, December 27th              Saint John the Apostle 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

8:00 AM  Frank Drauch 

Friday, December 28th                         The Holy Innocents 
1 Jn 1:5--2:2; Mt 2:13-18                   

8:00 AM  Annette Lieberman 

December 29th & 30th   

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:41-52 

4:30   PM   Mass of Reparation for Offenses Against 
    The Body of Christ 

8:30   AM  Gerald Quigney 

10:30 AM  Carmine Cerciello 
    People of St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

Sanctuary Lamp Memorials 

The Sanctuary Lamp Memorial for the week of  
December 23rd is: 

In Memory of Catherine Encke 

by Godchild Colleen 

     Sanctuary Memorial Fund   

We acknowledge this contribution in memory of:  
Anthony Moccio 

by: John & Michele Mullikin and Family 
Eternal Rest, Grant Unto Them, O Lord  

Consider coming to Mass early 
on Christmas Eve to focus  

your hearts and minds for the 

Birth of Christ with lovely  

music by our parish choirs.  

Both choirs will begin  
singing a half hour before 

the Masses.  

 
 

 

We look forward to offering the Holy Sacrifice of  

the Mass together as we celebrate the Nativity of  

our  Lord, Jesus Christ! Mass will be offered at the 
following times: 

 

Christmas Eve (Monday, December 24th):  

4:30 PM and 10:30 PM 
 

Christmas Day (Tuesday, December 25th): 
8:30 AM and 10:30 AM 

The spirit of Advent largely consists in living close to Our Lady during this time when  

she is carrying Jesus in her womb. We can think of the whole of our life as a somewhat longer Advent,  

a time of waiting for that definitive moment when we will at last find ourselves with God forever.  

The Christian knows that he has to live this advent beside Our Lady every day of his life  

if he wants to be certain of attaining the only thing in the whole of his existence that is really  

important–finding Christ in his life, and afterwards being with him in eternity.  

There is no better way of preparing for Christmas, which is now so close, than by keeping Mary  

company, getting to know her and deepening our love and trust in her.  Mary imparts a great joy  

to our souls, because when we turn to her she leads us to Christ. 

 
(from “In Conversation with God, Daily Meditations, Volume One: Advent and Christmastide”)  

Oplatki Available 

Oplatki is available in the Parish Office for $3 per pack of 

3 wafers.  A Christmas tradition from the Polish-Slovak-
Lithuanian cultures, Oplatki is a 

wafer shared by the family around 

the dinner table, often at the Christ-
mas Eve Wigilia (Vi-geel-ya). Each 

family member breaks off a piece 

and wishes each other good luck 
and blessings in the coming year.  



Please Consider Electronic Giving 

Do circumstances sometimes prevent you from attending 
Mass?  Electronic Giving is a way our parish can receive 

your donations when you can’t be present.  For more in-

formation call Dennis Reichard at 610-433-6102, Ext. 34. 

• Preschool Programs, Full Day  
• Kindergarten through 8th Grade 

• Safe Environment, Faith-Filled Curriculum 
• Outstanding Academics 

• Free Tour and Shadow Days 

SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind, and spirit! 
Phone:  610-435-8981         Email: altlsjv@ptd.net   

Call us today to schedule a tour at your convenience! 

SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind and spirit! 

Parish Nurses’ Prayer Shawl Ministry 

You are invited to create a prayer shawl for par-
ish friends in need of prayer. The ministry, here 

at St. Francis of Assisi Church, combines knit-

ting/crocheting and praying as you make prayer shawls. 
When the prayer shawl is completed, it will be blessed, 

then given as a token of love, comfort and prayer to those 

in need.  Our supply of the shawls is getting low, and we 
invite you to pick up a sheet of instructions at the Parish 

Office if you are able to help us to replenish our supply. 

www.StJohnVianneySchool.org 

Saint Joseph Sunday Missal 

We have just a few of the new Saint Joseph Sun-
day Missals for 2019 for sale in the Parish Of-

fice. The cost is still only $5.00.   

Mass of the Holy Innocents at St. Stephen’s 

Do you have a newborn in your family? Why not join the 
Mass for the Feast of the Holy Innocents? It is offered on 

December 28, the Feast of the Holy Innocents, at 7 PM in 

gratitude for all the newborns of the year, and in repara-
tion for all the year’s unborn lives deliberately taken. 

Bring your newborn’s blanket for a blanket blessing. 

Saint Stephen of Hungary Roman Catholic Church of the 
Tridentine Rite, located at 510 West Union Street, Allen-

town, PA 18102, offers this Latin Mass sung by the Mary 
Immaculate Choir. Join the following Respect Life Re-

ception including the veneration of St. Gianna’s relics. 

For information call 267.261.2122. All are welcome.  

PREP 

Merry Christmas to 

our St. Francis PREP 
family of students, 

parents, teachers, 

helpers and parish 
donors of goods and 

money.   

 
Matthew 2:10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced ex-

ceedingly with great joy. 

NO CLASS December 23rd or December 30th  
Mrs. Camille Stockdale - DRE - 484-547-6270 

St. Francis Movie Club  News!!!   

Mark your Calen-
dar!!!!  This one 

is NOT to be 

missed… Paul, 
Apostle of Christ 

January 20, 2019 

at 3:30 - doors 
open at 3:00.  

FREE and OPEN 
to ALL .. drinks, 

popcorn, doorprizes - ALL FREE!!!!  
Young Men's Discernment Retreat 

The Diocesan Office for Vocations Pro-

motion is sponsoring a new retreat for 
young adult men in college and older. 

The first 'Young Men's Discernment 

Retreat' will be offered Friday, January 
4th through Sunday, January 6, 2019 at 

St. Francis Retreat House, Easton. 
Cost for the weekend is $50 per person 

to cover the accommodations and meals. 

The retreat is open to young men be-
tween the ages of 18 and 40. Retreat includes Holy Sacri-

fice of the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Talks and reflec-

tions by priests and seminarians, quiet time for reflection 
and prayer. Contact Fr. Mark Searles at 610-437-0755 or 

msearles@allentowndiocese.org.  

Designer Handbag Bingo is  
back in Spring 2019! 

Designer Handbag Bingo will be held on 

Sunday, March 31st,  2019.  

Watch for more information in the bulle-
tin in the coming months. 

The Parish Office will be 
closed on December 24th, 

25th and 26th. 



St. Francis Health Care Coalition 

Proper Disposal of Prescription Drugs Federal 

Guidelines: 

Take unused, unneeded, or expired prescrip-
tion drugs out of their original containers and 

throw containers in the trash. Mixing prescription drugs 

with an undesirable substance, such as used coffee 
grounds or kitty litter, and putting them in impermeable, 

non-descript containers, such as empty cans or sealable 

bags, will further ensure the drugs are not diverted.  For 
more info: www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov. 

Holy Hour of Reparation 

A Holy Hour of Reparation for sins commit-
ted against the Body of Christ and the healing 

of victims and all those affected, is being of-
fered in the Adoration Chapel every Sunday 
at 7 PM.  All are welcome.  

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™ 

An intimate spiritual journey for anyone 
seeking healing after abortion, March 22

-24, 2019, in a safe, supportive, non-

judgmental environment, you can focus 
on this painful time in your life and enter 

into the process of healing. Through 

scripture readings, guided meditations, 
and activities flowing from the meditations you can expe-

rience God’s compassion and forgiveness.  
For *registration information contact:  

Sr. Meg Cole, 1-866-3 RACHEL (Toll Free), 610-332-

0442 Ext. 2019, projectrachel@allentowndiocese.org 
* Deadline for Registration is March 14th. 

For information about the retreat experience visit the na-

tional website:www.rachelsvineyard.org 

Meals Needed 

Our Outreach Committee is looking 
for  people to sign up to prepare  

meals. The program would be used 

for emergency needs - families of 
sudden hospitalization, someone having chemo; someone 

coming home with new baby - etc., etc. 

If we can get a large roster of people - the need to supply 
a meal would be minimal. 

Meals would be for 4 people - unless otherwise noted. 
Please call the Parish Office if you are able to prepare a 

meal. Meals will be dropped off at the Parish Office.  What about the Favorite Advent Hymn:  
‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’? 

 

 It seems that everyone’s favorite Advent hymn is 
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” This is an ancient hymn 

based on the seven ‘O’ Antiphons, which the singing of 

dates back to the 8th century.  The ‘O’ Antiphons are used 
December 17th through December 23rd during evening 

prayer and are biblical images/names for the Messiah 

from the Old Testament of the Messianic hopes of the 
Israelites. The use of the imperative “Come!” embody the 

longing we feel as we await Christ’s coming.  
 

 This specific hymn dates to the 9th century. 

“When the Church celebrates the liturgy if Advent each 
year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the 

Messiah, for by sharing  in the long preparation for the 

Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent de-
sire for his second coming.” (CCC, #524) This hymn does 

that with each verse. Oddly enough, when it was written, 

they began the hymn with the ‘O’ Antiphon for December 
23rd, “O Come Emmanuel”. Yet, as we move through 

each verse, one can feel the building of anticipation for 

Christ’s coming. Let this hymn be a reminder for us as we 
approach Christmas.  

 
“Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face  

and we shall be saved.” 
(Psalm 80) 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

God gave us His greatest gift of love when He sent His 
only son, JESUS, into the world. Experience a deeper 

love in your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter weekend. For information call 1-732-904-9636 
or visit www.aweekendforyourmarriage.org. 

Thank you to all who  Thank you to all who  Thank you to all who  Thank you to all who      
participated in this year’s  Music participated in this year’s  Music participated in this year’s  Music participated in this year’s  Music 

Ministry Bake Sale!Ministry Bake Sale!Ministry Bake Sale!Ministry Bake Sale!    
    

We hope you enjoyed your We hope you enjoyed your We hope you enjoyed your We hope you enjoyed your 
goodies. We are so very grateful goodies. We are so very grateful goodies. We are so very grateful goodies. We are so very grateful     
for your constant support!for your constant support!for your constant support!for your constant support!    

    

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas    


