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1046 West Cedar Street - Allentown, Pennsylvania 18102
(610) 433-6102
www.stfrancisallentown.org

facebook: @stfrancisallentown

Pastor
Reverend Monsignor Victor F. Finelli, Th. M., J.C.L.
Permanent Deacons
Deacon Robert P. Young
Deacon Ricardo Reyes

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Daily: see Mass Schedule
Holy Day: (Vigil 7:00 PM) 8:00 AM & 12:05 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:15-4:00 PM
Anytime by appointment

“Lent is, by its nature, a desert time, a
time of simplicity, purification, and
asceticism…One discovers in the desert
strengths and weaknesses he didn’t know
he had. It is like the purifying of a metal
in fire. Now, Jesus didn’t have sin to
deal with, but in his humanity, he knew
temptation. Before we’re ready to resume
our work, we have to go with him
into the wilderness.”
(Bishop Robert Barron,
Lenten Gospel Reflection on Mark 1:12-15)

Adoration Chapel

March 10, 2019

Please consider spending some time with our Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. Our Adoration Chapel is
open daily from 6:00 AM—9:00 PM.

First Sunday
of Lent

We, the people of Saint Francis of Assisi Church, a Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of Allentown, a
faith-filled people, united in the Holy Spirit and nourished by the Eucharist, strive to be the Body of Christ. We
manifest our unity through the joyful celebration of the Sacraments. We pledge to use our gifts and resources to
live the Faith, preach the Word, and Service others as we welcome all into our faith community.

Recently Deceased

Monday, March 11th
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46

No Mass
Tuesday, March 12th
Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15

Please pray for the soul of parishioner Ethel
Steiner, who recently passed away. Grant her
eternal rest, O Lord, and may her family know
your peace and comfort.
Sanctuary Memorial Fund

8:00 AM George Yaniger
Wednesday, March 13th
Jon 3:1-10; 2 Lk 11:29-32

8:00 AM Mass of Reparation for Offenses Against
The Body of Christ
Thursday, March 14th

We acknowledge these contributions in memory of:
Ethel Steiner
by: Mary Romanic, St. Francis Senior Citizens
Eternal Rest, Grant Unto Them, O Lord

Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12

8:00 AM Margarete Artinger
Friday, March 15th
Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26

8:00 AM Vincent Schaffer
March 16th & 17th
Second Sunday of Lent
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Phil 3:17--4:1; Lk 9:28b-36

4:30 PM Intentions of Anselmo Family
8:30 AM Louis J. Gerancher
People of St. Francis of Assisi Parish
10:30 AM Eugene Green
Recently Baptized

We welcome to our parish family the following
newly baptized children: Adely nn Theresa
Hersh, da ughter of Da vid a nd Ma ria (Busa )
Hersh, and Mateo Jorge Rice, son of Joseph and
Ariana (Colom) Rice. We pray that our Lord
will be with them all of their days guiding them
through life’s journey.
Sanctuary Lamp Memorials

The Sanctuary Lamp Memorial for the week of
March 10th is:
In Memory of Grandson Matthew Feher
by Marilyn Schuster Miller
MARCH MOVIE CLUB MOVIES

Due to the weather and having to
cancel and reschedule - we will
show two movies in March.
We will complete our God's Not
Dead viewing with God's Not Dead 3 on Tuesday, March
12th. Doors open at 6:00 PM and the movie begins at
6:30 PM.
Then, on March 24th we will be showing
Miracles from Heaven. Doors will open at
4:00 PM and the movie will begin at 4:30
PM.
We hope to see you at the movies!
Always Free, Always Fun!

We will discuss the different observances and events, as well as delve
into the traditions...all to prepare our
hearts and minds for this beautiful
season. The next session is this Sunday, March 10th at 7 PM in the Church Hall.
Old Palm Collection
Once again this year, we will be collecting your old
palm to burn them for ashes. The basket is located
outside the ramp doors, just inside the main entrance.

Join us Fridays in Lent
for the Stations of the
Cross - at 11 AM or 7
PM in the church. We
encourage everyone to
participate in this holy
devotion.
Finding God in Life’s Challenges

This year celebrates the 30th Anniversary
of the Men’s group Day of Recollection!
The MEN OF ST. FRANCIS Day of Recollection is Ma r ch 23r d. It begins a t 8 AM
and ends with closing Benediction and our guest speaker,
Deacon Frank Elchert, at 2:15 PM.
The day is directed by Deacon Bob and includes Morning
Prayer, Rosary, Confessions, Mass and good Christian
fellowship. Continental breakfast and full lunch is included. Those wishing to car pool can meet in the church
lot at 7:30 AM. Please call Tom Fallon to register at
610-821-4947. This invitation is open to all men in the
parish. The cost is 25.00.
INVITE A FRIEND, he’ll be glad you did.

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
Mailing Address
POST OFFICE BOX F
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
18105-1538
4029 WEST TILGHMAN STREET
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
(610) 437-0755
Fax (610) 433-7822

Lent 2019
My dearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“Today we find ourselves before a manifestation of brazen, aggressive, and destructive evil. Behind and within,
there is the spirit of evil, which in its pride and arrogance considers itself the lord of the world and thinks that it has triumphed.”
These words, spoken by the Holy Father at the closing of the recent Vatican Meeting on the Protection of Minors, is a clear call to battle the evil of sexual abuse of minors. “Battle” is not too strong a word when describing the effort and courage needed to confront the Evil One. In fact, in the Pray er to Saint Michael that we say after Mass in our
Diocese, we ask him to “defend us in battle.” And so we place ourselves under the protection of this Archangel to keep
us safe as we struggle with the devil, who was even so arrogant as to tempt Our Lord in the desert (Luke 4:1-13).
Even though the Holy Father’s words were a universal call to confront the evil of child sexual abuse, his words
are also very appropriate for us personally as we begin the discipline of Lent. In our own lives we see the “brazen, aggressive, and destructive” workings of our individual, personal sins.
During the holy season of Lent, we approach our loving Father with humility, asking Him to forgive our sins,
and, through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving/good works, stir up in us the virtue to combat such an arrogant adversary.
The Church, meaning all of us who make up the Church, is in a pitched battle with Satan against the depth and breadth
of sexual abuse. Through the courage of victim-survivors, light is being shone into the darkness where this sin exists.
Satan abhors the light of truth, so he will fight back strenuously. Hence, our need to be even stronger by repenting of our
sins and ridding ourselves of them through sacramental Confession.
In a particular way throughout our Diocese, we have the opportunity to participate in the Healing Our Church
program. In these sessions, we can reflect and pray with Scripture to acknowledge the evil that has been done using Holy
Orders as a means for diabolical acts. We also can experience the solace and healing of the Holy Spirit that comes from
joining our family of faith to remind ourselves that the holiness of the Church – founded by Christ – is our greatest
weapon against evil. Only Satan’s cunning work could take the Church, his greatest enemy, and weaken it through some
of the very people who were called to serve the People of God. The Evil One has done masterful work, but he has already failed in his task. Our Lord promised that the power of hell would not prevail against His Church (Matthew 16:18).
We live at a time when those words require us to have a great deal of faith as we see our Church besieged by such horrendous acts of personal sin.

This Lent, through our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving/good works, we can repent of our personal and
collective sins and re-invigorate our spirits that have been so weighed down these past months. Jesus remains
with His Church, the Holy Spirit guides us, and Satan will not prevail.
Wishing you the graces and spiritual growth of a holy Lent, and with my prayers and gratitude for your
steadfastness in the Faith, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Alfred A. Schlert
Bishop of Allentown

Lent 2019

“Return to me with your whole heart.” (Joel 2:12)
Every Ash Wednesday, we hear these words calling for our wholehearted return to fasting
and prayer. How will you accomplish this during these forty days of Lent? Traditionally,
the Church has suggested three primary ways to help us return to God with our whole heart.
They are through pray er, almsgiv ing, and fasting.
Let us reflect on each of these practices for our Lenten journey.
PRAYER: Lent is a time to raise our hearts and minds to God in adoration, thanksgiving, reparation, and
petition; a time to sit and reflect. We lead very busy lives, but make an effort to set aside time to meditate on the Lord’s
call in your life. Read scripture, pray the rosary, spend time in Eucharistic Adoration, or simply attend Stations of the
Cross. There are many moments during the day to take time to talk to God, to thank Him, and to praise Him.
ALMSGIVING: Lent is a time for doing good deeds. The Church has long cared for the needs of the poor; therefore, it
is seen as a condition of true discipleship. Almsgiving is not just an act of monetary charity. It can be any opportunity to
reach out to those in need – volunteering at a soup kitchen or visiting family and friends who are lonely. Any material,
monetary, or time offering you can give, prompted by charity, is a true Lenten offering to God.
FASTING: Lent is a time to sacrifice willingly the provisions we take for granted each day in hopes of facing our
weakness and need of nourishment for God, our provider, who is the “Bread of Life”. We need to choose the type of
fasting that truly relates to how we need to grow spiritually and deepen our relationship with God. Remember, we need
not always fast from our favorite treat. We can fast from activities that keep us from spending time from our family. We
can fast from actions, such as complaining or idle gossip.

OUR LENTEN OBLIGATION
Lent is a season to perform penance and to recall our Baptism. The Lenten Obligation, as determined for Catholics in the
United States by our Bishops, requires that fasting be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. The law of abstinence is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and ALL Fridays in Lent.
Who must fast?
All Catholics who are between the ages of 18 and 59 must fast. The obligation ceases when one begins his or her 60 th
year on his or her 59 th birthday.
Who must abstain?
All Catholics who are 14 years of age or older must abstain.
What does fasting mean?
The observance of fasting means that those obliged may have only one full meal on the day of fast. Two lighter meals,
which should not equal to another full meal, may be taken to maintain strength according to one’s needs.
What does abstinence mean?
The law of abstinence forbids the eating of meat, including poultry. The law allows eggs, dairy products, and condiments. Voluntary abstinence refers to refraining from lawful pleasures in a spirit of penance.
Can anyone be dispensed or excused from fasting and/or abstinence?
Individuals with just cause may be dispensed by their pastor or by a priest with the faculty to do so. In the Diocese of
Allentown, all priests may dispense individuals who are committed to their pastoral care. Those who are ill, or have a
similar serious reason, are excused from the observance of fast and abstinence. Catholics are reminded that they should
not lightly excuse themselves from this obligation.

Easter Duty
Catholics are required to receive Holy Communion during the Easter season. The obligation can be
fulfilled from the First Sunday of Lent (March 10, 2019) until Trinity Sunday (June 16, 2019). Those conscious of serious sin are reminded of the obligation to confess their sins once a year.

PARISH LENTEN OBSERVANCES
Weekday Masses

Parish Lenten Confessions

Tuesday through Friday at 8:00 AM
(Daily Mass Chapel)

Every Saturday from 3:15 – 4:00 PM

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Every day from 6:00 AM – 9:00 PM
in the Adoration Chapel

Thursday, April 4th , 6:30 PM
(additional priests available)
Saturday, April 13 th , 3:00 – 4:00 PM
Monday, April 15th, 4 - 4:30 & 7 - 7:30 PM
Friday, April 19 th , 12:00 – 12:30 PM

Holy Thursday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Beginning after the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s
Supper until 11:00 PM, the Blessed Sacrament will be
exposed for adoration in our Daily Mass Chapel, which is
located on the north side of the church, just behind the
rectory. Night Prayer will occur at 10:45 PM.

Living Stations of the Cross
Palm Sunday, April 14th at 3:00 PM and
Good Friday, April 19th at 7:00 PM in the Church

Morning Prayer of the Church
April 18 th, 19 th, & 20 th at 8:00 AM (Daily Mass Chapel)

Traditional Stations of the Cross
Blessing of Easter Food

Every Friday in Lent, beginning at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM
in the Church

Saturday, April 20 th at 12:00 PM

Men of St. Francis Meeting

St. Francis Senior Citizens

All men of the Parish are invited to attend Men of St.
Francis Meeting on Monday, March 18th at 7:00 PM in
the Sister Gertrude Meeting Room of the Franciscan Center. Social time and refreshments will follow the meeting.
For additional information call John Philapavage at 610434-1580.

On Tuesday, March 12th, the Senior Citizens will meet at
1:00 PM for a short meeting, bingo and cards, weather
permitting. For info, call Madeline at 610-395-7386.

Please support our advertisers on the back of the
bulletin who make this publication possible.

Facebook.com/stfrancisallentown

SIGN UP FOR “HEALING OUR CHURCH” DISCUSSION GROUPS !
Small-group discussions moderated by fellow parishioners will be held every Monday during the six weeks of Lent,
March 11th-April 15th. All sessions will be held in the church hall, with your choice of a 1 PM or 7 PM session. All are welcome to attend. The program is intended to encourage prayerful reflection and conversation about
the clergy sexual abuse crisis.
The first 90 minute weekly session topic is: “Facing the Truth”
We can express our feelings about the sexual abuse scandal and its impact-first and foremost
on the victim-survivors, but also on us and all the faithful. We listen to the experiences of others, respecting their feelings and emotions. We face the truth so we can begin to move forward.
Register in the parish office or online at
www.allentowndiocese.org/healingourchurch

