Saint Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church
1046 West Cedar Street - Allentown, Pennsylvania 18102
(610) 433-6102

www.stfrancisallentown.org

Facebook and Instagram: @stfrancisallentown

July 24, 2022
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priests
Reverend Richard C. Brensinger, Pastor
Reverend Kevin M. Gualano, In Residence
Permanent Deacons
Deacon Robert Young
Deacon Ricardo Reyes
Deacon Gerald Schmidt, Weekend Assistance
Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Daily: see Mass Schedule
Holy Day: (Vigil 7:00 PM) 8:00 AM & 12:15 PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:15-4:00 PM
Monday: before 7:00 PM Mass
Anytime by appointment

Adoration Chapel
Please consider spending some time with
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament,
especially during this year of the Real Presence.
Our Adoration Chapel is located
between the Church and the school building.
Open daily from 6:00 AM—9:00 PM.
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New Members

I
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

Welcome to Saint Francis Parish. Please call the Parish Center We welcome and support all whose faith journey brings them to
Office in order to register in our parish, or stop in during office seek full communion with the Catholic Church. Please call the
hours or on the weekend after all Masses. One needs to be a Parish Center Office for further information.
member of our parish three months in order to receive a certificate of eligibility. Please notify the office if you change your
Saint John Vianney Regional School
address or move away.
We encourage all our parents to consider sending their children
to our parish school, Saint John Vianney Regional School. Our
Religious Education (PREP)
school is located at 210 North 18th Street in Allentown. Please
All children of the parish should be receiving religious instruc- contact our school principal at 610-435-8981 to register your
tion through our parish school or through our Parish Religious child for a faith based, middle-states accredited, Catholic
Education Program offered on a Sunday morning from 9:00 to education.
10:15 AM. Please contact our Coordinator of Religious Education, for more information regarding our PREP (610-435-0364).

Allentown Central Catholic High School

We encourage our high school students to consider
Marriage
We look forward to celebrating God’s gift of love in the sacra- attending our local Catholic high school - Allentown
ment of marriage for any registered and practicing parishioner. Central Catholic. Please contact the Director of Admissions, at
Diocesan policy states that contact should be made one year, but (610) 437-4601 for more information.
no later than six months, prior to the proposed date of marriage
in order to begin pre-nuptial instructions. Call the Parish Center
Wills and Memorials
Office for further information.
As a lasting remembrance or final gift to your parish, all parishioners are encouraged to include St. Francis of Assisi in their
Baptisms
wills or as a beneficiary on an insurance policy. At the time of
Baptisms are held for our registered (at least three months) and passing of a relative or friend, consider enrolling them in the
practicing parishioners normally the first Sunday of the month Sanctuary Memorial Fund. Memorials are available in the Parish
immediately after the 10:30 Mass. Parents are to register for a Center Office and are often used in lieu of flowers.
Baptismal Preparation Class held normally on the Wednesday
before each baptism in the Parish Center. At least one Godparent
must be a practicing Catholic for the valid reception of baptism.
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator
That person must also be able to receive a certificate of eligibility
Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS
from their Catholic parish. A Non-Catholic Christian is permitted
610-871-5200, Ext. 2204
to act as a witness. Parents should begin to make arrangements
for a baptism during pregnancy.

Victim Assistance Coordinator

Godparents & Confirmation Sponsors Info

You must be at least 16 years of age, have received the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, must be known to attend
Mass regularly and, if married, the marriage must be recognized
by the church. These requirements are the universal law of the
church. All requests for ‘Letters of Good Standing’ are to be
made well in advance to the Parish Office.

Ministry to the Sick

Please notify the Parish Center Office when a parishioner is in
the hospital or home and would like to receive communion or the
anointing of the sick. Visits can also be made to those parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive confession and
communion.

Wendy Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC
Direct Telephone Number (800)791-9209
The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to anyone who, as
a minor, was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, or employee/
volunteer of the Diocese/Parish. Parents, guardians, children, and
survivors of sexual abuse are invited and encouraged to contact
the Diocese of Allentown for more information about this
program. The fullness of compassion should be extended to these
victims by the Church. To learn more about the Diocese
of Allentown’s Youth Protection Programs, Sexual Abuse
Policy,
and
Code
of
Conduct,
please
visit
www.allentowndiocese.org and click on “Youth Protection” in
the upper right-hand corner of the page.
If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please
contact the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-276-1562.

Knowing Your Mass Etiquette

Monday, July 25th

Saint James, Apostle

2 Cor 4:7-15; Mt 20:20-18

7:00 PM Frank & Celia Drauch
Tuesday, July 26th
Saints Joachim and Anne,
Jer 14: 17-22; Mt 13:36-43

Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:00 AM Thomas McFadden
Wednesday, July 27th
Jer 15:10, 16-21; Mt 13:44-46

8:00 AM Mary T. Hennigh
Thursday, July 28th
Jer 18:1-6; Mt 13:47-53

8:00 AM Ed Granitz
Friday, July 29th
Jer 26:1-9; Jn 11:19-27

Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus

8:00 AM Robert Myles
Saturday and Sunday, July 30th & 31st
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 PM

Eccl 1:2, 2:21-23; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21

Angela L. Badesso
People of St. Francis of Assisi Parish
8:30 AM Jane Finger
10:30 AM Richard A. Gatti
Please note:

Father Rich will hear confessions prior to the Monday
7:00 PM Mass, in addition to the Saturday confessions
at 3:15 PM.
Sacred Heart and Miraculous Medal Novenas

The Miraculous Medal Novena is
recited every Monday at the evening Mass. The Novena to the Sacred
Heart is recited on the First Friday
each month at the daily Mass.
Each novena comes with special
Benefits. All are invited.

Father Rich recently gave a homily on the need
for us to remember that there is something
different about going to Mass than doing
anything else. When Mass was over, he was
asked to put these reminders in the bulletin, so
that we can reflect more deeply on how to make our time
with our parish family more solemn and prayerful. And
so, in the next several weeks we will go over these points.
What about the “orans” position at Mass?
Many Catholics might not know that the use of the orans
posture at Mass is solely to be used by the priest, as it is
exclusively a priestly gesture. The rubrics for the Mass
give the priest sole authority of praying with elevated
hands — not the deacon nor the laity.
The main symbolism behind this posture as a solely
priestly gesture is based on the fact that the priest is
“praying on behalf of us, acting as ‘alter Christus’ as
pastor of the flock, head of the body.” This is shown by
the fact that his uplifted hands represent his lifting up of
our prayers to God in Heaven.
Some groups within the Church have been wrongly
catechized and believe that they are praying better. This is
a result of the wrong interpretation given to the
documents of Vatican II.
Clothing Give A Way

The Outreach team is having a coat/clothing
giveaway on Saturday, August 20th.
We are looking for donations of new or
gently used clothing, examples - jeans, tops,
sweatshirts etc., and will also include, coats,
jackets and blankets in good condition.
Donations days - After each Mass, July 23rd & 24th, and
August 13 & 14th.
We hope you will consider donating some items.
Sanctuary Memorial Fund

Sanctuary Lamp Memorials

If you would like to memorialize the red sanctuary
lamp for the Tabernacle for a week, the cost is $10
for the seven day candle. Please contact Stephanie
Epler at the Parish Office, 610-433-6102, for
information.
The Sanctuary Lamp Memorial for the week
July 24, 2022 is
In Memory of John O’Hare
By Colleen O’Hare & Stephanie Drobins

We acknowledge these contributions in memory of:
Gloria Medl
by: Theresa Racek, Mr. & Mrs. John Trinkle, Liesa Jost
John Ott
by: Carmela Ott and Daughters
Helen V. O’Hare
by: Anne Palmisano and Therese Eckert, Loretta & Tim
Carver, Co-workers at St. Francis of Assisi Church
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Sight and Sound Bus Trip

Recently Deceased

Please pray for the soul of Helen V. O’Hare,
mother of parishioner Colleen O’Hare, who
recently passed away. Grant her eternal rest, O
Lord, and may her family know your peace and
comfort.

To those who signed up for our
Sight and Sound Theatre bus
trip to see “David” on Wednesday, October 12th, we will need
payment in full of $125 per
person by September 1st. Any questions, please call
Stephanie at the Parish Office, 610-433-6102.

Vacation

When you are on vacation you can find a Catholic Church at www.masstimes.org. Please remember to bring your
weekly contribution envelopes to Mass when you return. Through your generosity, this Parish is able to function,
service others, and be a vibrant part of this community.

PREP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

·
·
·
·
·

Preschool Programs, Full Day
Kindergarten through 8th Grade
Safe Environment, Faith-Filled Curriculum
Outstanding Academics
Free Tour and Shadow Days
SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind, and spirit!
Phone: 610-435-8981
Email: mrskropf@stjohnvianneyschool.org
Call us today to schedule a tour at your convenience!
SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind and spirit!

PREP is in need of volunteers to lead our
children in their faith for the 2022/2023
year. No experience necessary, we will
train you!! PREP meets on Sundays
from 9:00 to 10:15 from September to
early May. Our classes are small (10 to
14 students per class). We are still in need of teachers
for 2nd, 5th and 7th Grades.
Being a volunteer at PREP is an amazing way to deepen
your own faith and there is NOTHING BETTER on
a Sunday morning than the laughter of children as they
learn, sing and read about Jesus, our Catholic Faith and
they discover their own spirituality. Contact Bertha
Ocasio, DRE, at 610-435-0364 for more details!

St. John Vianney Regional School

St John Vianney Regional School is hiring for the following positions.
ÿ Media/Library
ÿ Art Teacher
ÿ Music Teacher
ÿ 5th Grade Teacher
ÿ 6th Grade Teacher
If you are interested, please send your resume to:
principal@stjohnvianneyschool.org

Our Weekly Stewardship
Weekend of July 16th & 17th
Sunday in Pew
Sunday Online
Second Collection in Pew
Second Collection Online

$ 5,164.00
$ 2,680.50
$ 756.00
$
70.00

Thank you for your continued contributions to
our parish. We appreciate all that you do, financially and other ways, to make our parish great.
Please consider online giving. It’s safe, easy and
secure. Visit our website for more information.
Save the Date!
Designer Handbag Bingo will be
held on Sunday, November 20th,
2022 in our Church Hall. Tickets
will go on sale soon.

2022 Diocesan Anniversary Mass

Each year, the Diocese of Allentown celebrates the Vocation of Marriage by offering a Mass for married couples
celebrating a milestone anniversary. The couples are
invited to renew their vows and thank God for the gift of
the Sacrament of Marriage during the Annual Diocesan
Wedding Anniversary Mass held each September.
SAVE THE DATE!
The 2022 Wedding Anniversary Mass will be held on
Sunday, September 18, 2022 at 2:00 PM at the Cathedral
of Saint Catharine of Siena, Allentown. Please register to
attend, www.allentowndiocese.organniversarymass email
stewardship@allentowndiocese.org or call toll free 1-800831-4443.
Envelope Use

We ask if you receive parish envelopes, that you use them
rather than putting loose cash offerings in the collection
basket. This will enable us to give you an annual contribution statement that can be used for income tax purposes.
It also shows that you have attended Mass. If you receive
envelopes but cannot afford to donate, mark your envelope with a letter “P” showing us that you were present.
If you give online and feel a bit awkward when the collection basket comes by, you may check the box saying “I’ve
given online” and drop in your empty envelope in the basket. Or you may simply just give online and ask for your
envelopes to be stopped.

Liturgical Ministers Schedule—Saturday and Sunday, July 30th & 31st
4:30 PM
8:30 AM
10:30 AM

Lector
Eucharistic Minister
Cantor
Organist
Altar Servers
Sacristan

J. Fittipaldi
V. Herman, F. Kryzan
G. Rodriguez
D. Badesso

H. Moyer
A. Moyer, L. Unger
D. Lamparella
R. Venditto

D. Perico

A. Beck

D. Colom
J. Colom, L. Moser
A. Eaves
D. Badesso
C. & E. Stano
A. Beck

Just a Reminder…

"Thrive: Flourishing in Difficult Times," a weekend
retreat at St. Francis Retreat House, Easton, will be
presented by Jeanne Hunt July 29th to 31st. With humor
and wisdom, Jeanne offers 4 principles to help discover
still waters when we need them most. Arrival is on
Friday between 4 and 5:00 PM; departure is after lunch
on Sunday. $270 in-person; $80 virtual. 610-258-3053
x10 or stfrancisretreathouse.org.
These future retreats may also interest you:
“Surprised by God: Glimpses of Grace and the Courage to
Respond” Friday, September 16th—18th, 2022
“Pilgrimage with St. Francis of Assisi” Friday, September
30th—October 2, 2022

When cleaning this summer,
please remember to save any
useful items that you do not need
anymore for our annual Attic
Treasures Sale. Dates for the
collections are to be announced,
but the event will be held in October.
Movement on The Monocacy

Join instructor Wendy Arner for our firstever Movement on The Monocacy summer
series, featuring four weekly outdoor
movement classes on the beautiful meadow
behind the White House convent. All fitness levels are
welcome, provided you can get up and down from the
ground without assistance. Classes will meet from 7 to 8
PM on Wednesdays, August 3, 10, 17 and 24. Please
bring a mat or large towel and a water bottle.
Music in The Meadow

Retrovaille: Rediscover the Love in Your Marriage

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriages
through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy). If you
know anyone who could benefit from this program,
please pass this on. Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase intimacy. It provides help for
marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The next program begins the weekend of August 19—21 and October
14 - 16 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA.
For more information, or to register visit
www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 800470-2230. All inquiries are strictly confidential.
To inquire about Christian Burial, contact
Resurrection Cemetery at (610) 395-3819
Or Holy Savior Cemetery at (610) 866-2372
“Feed Your Faith” Gift Cards

Do you want to contribute more financially to
the parish, but find it a struggle to do so?
An easy way to give additional support to the
Parish is to purchase “Feed Your Faith” Gift
Cards. It is just another way to pay for everyday purchases in place of cash, checks and credit cards.
The parish benefits and you are giving no additional out
of pocket money. “Feed Your Faith” Gift Cards are available for use at local supermarkets, restaurants, home improvement and retail stores.
How does “Feed Your Faith” work?
The parish orders gift cards from local vendors at a
reduced price. You purchase these gift cards from the
parish at face value. The difference is an instant rebate for
the parish. It’s really that simple!
For example, if a vendor gives us a 10% profit: (GIANT)
1. We purchase a $100 gift card for $90.
2. You buy the gift card from us for $100.
3. You go to the store and buy $100 worth of goods.
4. St. Francis of Assisi Parish earns $10.

Spend a musical summer evening with us when we
host Music in the Meadow, featuring local musician
Robbie Lawrence, at 6:30 PM on Friday, August
19. Pack your picnic basket and bring a lawn chair,
blanket or mat to the meadow behind the White House
convent to hear Robbie and friends perform a variety of
popular standards on accordion and winds. Admission is
free, but please kindly click below to RSVP so that we
know how many folks to expect.
St. Francis Center for Renewal, 395 Bridle Path Road,
Bethlehem, PA, Phone: 610-867-8890. Please call to
register for either event.
St. Thomas More’s Parish Festival

St Thomas More Parish will be holding their first Annual
Parish Festival August 19th & 20th at 1040 Flexer Ave,
Allentown. Live Bands! Festival Foods! Bingo! Beer
Garden! Raffles! Kids Entertainment! Free AdmissionFree Parking. Rain or Shine, our tents will keep you dry!
For more info call 610-433-7413.
St. Thomas More Annual Golf Tournament

September 2, 2022 • The Club at Twin Lakes (Iron Lakes)
12 Noon Registration. 1 PM Shotgun Start . 6 PM Dinner
Live Music to Follow.
Cost per Golfer: $115 per Golfer (4 Person Scramble)
Cost per Dinner for those not Golfing: $40
To register online go to https://www.stmschoolpa.com/
post-1/golf-tournament
Employment Opportunity

Housekeeper:
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart is an independent retirement home for priests and
brothers. We are looking for a part time
Housekeeper. No experience necessary.
Competitive pay. Please call Nanette at 610-282-1415.

Please support our advertisers on the back of the
bulletin who make this publication possible.

World Congress of Catholic Nurses
August 2-4, 2022

Every four years Catholic nurses from around the world
come together for spiritual nourishment, education,
professional collaboration, and enhanced global
cooperation. CICIAMS is the International Association of
Catholic Nurses who collaborates with the Vatican in the
mission of bringing together member nurses from Africa,
Asia, Europe, and the Pan American nations. All nurses
(students included) front-liners, innovators, educators,
researchers, and policy makers are welcome and encouraged to attend!
Speakers: Cardinal Peter Turkson, Father Gerald E. Murray, Sister Emanuella Edwards and video message by Immaculée Ilibagiza
Location: National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa,
Doylestown, PA. More info and registration: https://nacnusa.org/2022-world-congress/
Call for Volunteers!

Attire

At all times, but especially in these warm months,
it is important to remember that the way we dress
at Mass should be appropriate. Few of us long for
the “good old days” of suits for men, best dresses
and hats or veils for ladies, special outfits for
children! Still, even in our casual society,
clothing that is suitable for the beach or the
amusement part is not suitable for Mass. Even places of
business and fine restaurants have dress codes. We can
show our respect for the Real Presence and also for one
another by dressing conservatively. NOTE: halters,
strapless tops or other items of clothing suitable for play
or beach wear are best left to those locations and
occasions and not worn to Mass.
Parish Office Hours

The Parish Office is open Monday through
Friday from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, and on
weekends, a half hour before and after the
4:30 PM Saturday Mass and from 8:00 AM
to 12:00 PM on Sunday.
Parishioner Visitation Request

Family Name:______________________________
Phone:____________________________________
Address___________________________________
Details/Directions:___________________________
__________________________________________
Household Pets:_____________________________
Clergy: _____ Father Rich
_____ Deacon Bob
_____ Deacon Ricardo
Other Information:___________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Please help us feed the hungry! Catholic Charities needs
more volunteers. The demand for food has risen and we
need help to serve meals at our soup kitchens in Allentown and Pottsville. We are looking for cooks, servers,
and food pantry organizers. Please visit www.catholiccharitiesad.org/volunteer to learn more other volunteer
opportunities. All volunteers must complete background
checks, trainings and forms. Please contact Bob Olney at
610-435-1541, ext 327, or rolney@allentowndiocese.org

Please Join Our Prayer Chain

Our prayer chain operates by phone and email. We are
always looking to recruit more people to pray for those
in need. This is a simple but powerful way to help our
parishioners; please consider joining us! Email Stephanie
Epler at sepler@stfrancisallentown.org to be added or to
make a prayer request. All emails will be kept confidential. A group email will be sent as each prayer request is
received. Of course, you may still call in prayer requests
by phone at 610-433-6102.
Prayer to St. Anne

Good St. Anne, we know you are compassionate toward those who invoke you, and
filled with love for those who suffer, I myself am heavily burdened, and in spirit I
kneel at your feet, and beg you to take this
affair (which I now recommend to you)
under your protection. Commend it also
to your daughter, our Holy Mother, and
with her cease not to intercede for me with
Jesus, until through Divine Mercy my request is granted. Above all, obtain for me the grace of one
day seeing my God face to face, and with you, Mary and
all the Saints, the joy of praising and blessing Him for all
eternity. Amen.
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“Feed Your Faith”
Gift Card Program

“Feed Your Faith” is the Parish’s easiest fundraising program. It costs you nothing extra, but it benefits the Parish immensely! Each gift card you buy
has a return of 1% to 14% profit to the parish. The
number in parenthesis represents the percentage of
profit the Parish makes. Please consider buying the
gift cards to do your grocery shopping, give as
gifts, or just to purchase instead of using cash at
the retailers. Please see the list below for our participating retailers. These gift cards are usually
available every day in the Parish Office!
Amazon.com (2.25%): $25, $100
Applebees (8%): $10, $25
Banana Republic (14%): $25
Barnes and Nobles (8%): $10, $25
Bath and Body Works (12%): $10, $25
Bed, Bath & Beyond (7%): $25
Buy Buy Baby (7%): $25
Bonefish Grill (8%): $25
Boscov’s (8%): $25
Carrabbas (8%): $25
Dunkin Donuts (3%): $10
Gap (14%): $25
Giant (10%): $10, $20, $25, $50,
$100
Home Depot (4%): $25, $100
Kohl’s (5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Longhorn Steakhouse (8%): $25
Lowe’s (4%): $25, $100
Macy’s (10%): $25
Old Navy (14%): $25
Olive Garden (8%): $25
Outback Steakhouse (8%): $25
Panera Bread (8%): $10
Red Robin (8%): $25
Red Lobster (8%): $25
Redner’s Warehouse (5%): $20, $25, $50, $100
Sam’s Club (2.5%): $25, $100
Starbucks (7%): $10
Target (2.5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Texas Roadhouse (8%): $25
Visa (1.25%): $50, $100 (no activation fee!)
Wal-Mart (2.5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Wawa (1%): $25
Wegman’s (5%): $25, $50, $100
Weis (5%): $10, $20, $25, $50, $100
Wendy’s (6.5%): $10

