Saint Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church
1046 West Cedar Street - Allentown, Pennsylvania 18102
(610) 433-6102

www.stfrancisallentown.org

Facebook and Instagram: @stfrancisallentown

August 21, 2022
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priests
Reverend Richard C. Brensinger, Pastor
Reverend Kevin M. Gualano, In Residence
Permanent Deacons
Deacon Robert Young
Deacon Ricardo Reyes
Deacon Gerald Schmidt, Weekend Assistance
Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Daily: see Mass Schedule
Holy Day: (Vigil 7:00 PM) 8:00 AM & 12:15 PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:15-4:00 PM
Monday: before 7:00 PM Mass
Anytime by appointment

Adoration Chapel
Please consider spending some time with
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament,
especially during this year of the Real Presence.
Our Adoration Chapel is located
between the Church and the school building.
Open daily from 6:00 AM—9:00 PM.
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New Members

I
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

Welcome to Saint Francis Parish. Please call the Parish Center We welcome and support all whose faith journey brings them to
Office in order to register in our parish, or stop in during office seek full communion with the Catholic Church. Please call the
hours or on the weekend after all Masses. One needs to be a Parish Center Office for further information.
member of our parish three months in order to receive a certificate of eligibility. Please notify the office if you change your
Saint John Vianney Regional School
address or move away.
We encourage all our parents to consider sending their children
to our parish school, Saint John Vianney Regional School. Our
Religious Education (PREP)
school is located at 210 North 18th Street in Allentown. Please
All children of the parish should be receiving religious instruc- contact our school principal at 610-435-8981 to register your
tion through our parish school or through our Parish Religious child for a faith based, middle-states accredited, Catholic
Education Program offered on a Sunday morning from 9:00 to education.
10:15 AM. Please contact our Coordinator of Religious Education, for more information regarding our PREP (610-435-0364).

Allentown Central Catholic High School

We encourage our high school students to consider
Marriage
We look forward to celebrating God’s gift of love in the sacra- attending our local Catholic high school - Allentown
ment of marriage for any registered and practicing parishioner. Central Catholic. Please contact the Director of Admissions, at
Diocesan policy states that contact should be made one year, but (610) 437-4601 for more information.
no later than six months, prior to the proposed date of marriage
in order to begin pre-nuptial instructions. Call the Parish Center
Wills and Memorials
Office for further information.
As a lasting remembrance or final gift to your parish, all parishioners are encouraged to include St. Francis of Assisi in their
Baptisms
wills or as a beneficiary on an insurance policy. At the time of
Baptisms are held for our registered (at least three months) and passing of a relative or friend, consider enrolling them in the
practicing parishioners normally the first Sunday of the month Sanctuary Memorial Fund. Memorials are available in the Parish
immediately after the 10:30 Mass. Parents are to register for a Center Office and are often used in lieu of flowers.
Baptismal Preparation Class held normally on the Wednesday
before each baptism in the Parish Center. At least one Godparent
must be a practicing Catholic for the valid reception of baptism.
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator
That person must also be able to receive a certificate of eligibility
Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS
from their Catholic parish. A Non-Catholic Christian is permitted
610-871-5200, Ext. 2204
to act as a witness. Parents should begin to make arrangements
for a baptism during pregnancy.

Victim Assistance Coordinator

Godparents & Confirmation Sponsors Info

You must be at least 16 years of age, have received the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, must be known to attend
Mass regularly and, if married, the marriage must be recognized
by the church. These requirements are the universal law of the
church. All requests for ‘Letters of Good Standing’ are to be
made well in advance to the Parish Office.

Ministry to the Sick

Please notify the Parish Center Office when a parishioner is in
the hospital or home and would like to receive communion or the
anointing of the sick. Visits can also be made to those parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive confession and
communion.

Wendy Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC
Direct Telephone Number (800)791-9209
The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to anyone who, as
a minor, was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, or employee/
volunteer of the Diocese/Parish. Parents, guardians, children, and
survivors of sexual abuse are invited and encouraged to contact
the Diocese of Allentown for more information about this
program. The fullness of compassion should be extended to these
victims by the Church. To learn more about the Diocese
of Allentown’s Youth Protection Programs, Sexual Abuse
Policy,
and
Code
of
Conduct,
please
visit
www.allentowndiocese.org and click on “Youth Protection” in
the upper right-hand corner of the page.
If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please
contact the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-276-1562.

Monday, August 22nd

2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Mt 23:13-22

The Queenship of
The Blessed Virgin Mary

7:00 PM Intentions of Fran Kryzan
Tuesday, August 23rd
2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Mt 23:23-26

8:00 AM David Fix
Wednesday, August 24th
Rv 21:9b-14; Jn 1:45-51

Saint Rose of Lima

Saint Bartholomew

8:00 AM Annamae Wukitsch
Thursday, August 25th Saint Louis, Saint Joseph Calasanz
1 Cor 1:1-9; Mt 24:42-51

8:00 AM Timothy A. Volack
Friday, August 26th
1 Cor 1:17-25; Mt 25:1-13

8:00 AM Stanley Bauer
Saturday and Sunday, August 27th & 28th
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sir 3:17-28, 20, 28-29; Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14

4:30 PM Steven Benner
8:30 AM Elvira Stalsitz
People of St. Francis of Assisi Parish
10:30 AM Louis Zenz
Please note:

Father Rich will hear confessions prior to the Monday
7:00 PM Mass, in addition to the Saturday confessions
at 3:15 PM.
Sacred Heart and Miraculous Medal Novenas

The Miraculous Medal Novena is
recited every Monday at the evening Mass. The Novena to the Sacred
Heart is recited on the First Friday
each month at the daily Mass.
Each novena comes with special
Benefits. All are invited.

Sanctuary Lamp Memorials

If you would like to memorialize the red sanctuary
lamp for the Tabernacle for a week, the cost is $10
for the seven day candle. Please contact Stephanie
Epler at the Parish Office, 610-433-6102, for
information.
The Sanctuary Lamp Memorial for the week
August 21, 2022 is
In Memory of Paul Marsicano
By Marsicano Family
·

Cursillo: Are You Willing?

Are you willing to open you mind and heart to hear
God calling you?
· Are you willing to say Yes?
· Are you willing to travel further on your spiritual
journey?
· Are you willing to set aside one 3-day weekend in
your life to encounter Christ like never before?
Do any of these questions pique your interest?
Then the next Cursillo weekend may just be for you!
Men’s weekend 9/8/22 – 9/11/22; Women’s weekend
9/15/22 – 9/18/22
Contact Theresa Racek, 610-428-0708, tracek@enter.net

Father, why do sins of the flesh, especially sex
outside of marriage, seem to get more attention in
homilies that other issues?

It’s true that some people in the Church give more
attention to sins of the flesh than of the spirit. There are
various reasons for that. For one thing, sins of the flesh
are more external and can have a quicker and lasting
impact on individuals and families and societies. We can
think of some of the fallout from sins of the flesh,
including divorce, broken families, abortion, and injuries
and deaths from drunken driving.
It’s not correct to say that there are “no victims” in
fornication. Many people have been left heartbroken
because of promiscuity. And many children have been
born of fornication and grow up without a stable home
life.
Fornication can lead to a greater incidence of divorce
later, since spouses didn’t learn the virtue of chastity
during their time in the single life. And, of course, there
are the countless abortions and subsequent psychological
and physical problems that many women suffer because
of those abortions.
Moreover, sins of the flesh are popular — which is why
they are especially insidious. This doesn’t mean that other
sins aren’t worse. Murder is certainly at a different level
than fornication. And, regrettably, many people fail to see
the grave nature of sins such as racism, anger, detraction
and greed.
If Jesus showed mercy toward tax collectors and
prostitutes, it’s partly because they were some of the most
repentant people. The point is, a whole range of grave
sins can lead to the eternal loss of a soul. The devil will
be content with any sin that leads a soul to hell. In any
case, a soul lost because of sins of impurity will find little
comfort in knowing that others in hell are suffering worse
for their sins.
Clothing Give Away

The Outreach team is having a coat/clothing
giveaway on Saturday, August 20th from
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM in Heritage Hall.
Anyone in need of items is invited to attend.
Sight and Sound Bus Trip

To those who signed up for our Sight
and Sound Theatre bus trip to see
“David” on Wednesday, October 12th,
we will need payment in full of $125
per person by September 1st. Any questions, please call
Stephanie at the Parish Office, 610-433-6102.
Recently Deceased

Please pray for the soul of parishioner Gloria Worman,
who recently passed away. Grant her eternal rest, O Lord,
and may her family know your peace and comfort.

Help Your Parish "Behind the Scenes!"

·
·
·
·
·

Preschool Programs, Full Day
Kindergarten through 8th Grade
Safe Environment, Faith-Filled Curriculum
Outstanding Academics
Free Tour and Shadow Days
SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind, and spirit!
Phone: 610-435-8981
Email: mrskropf@stjohnvianneyschool.org
Call us today to schedule a tour at your convenience!
SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind and spirit!

Are you interested in helping our parish, but
would prefer to be "behind the scenes"?? We
have the perfect options for you! We are
looking for volunteers to help us with our social media
and our live-streaming of Sunday Mass! It is easy to
schedule posts using the built-in services on Facebook, so
you don't have to worry about creating posts each day you can schedule them quickly and easily. We also need
volunteers to work the cameras for our live-streaming of
10:30 AM Mass on Sundays. You would be
part of a team for each of these volunteering
duties, so all duties would be on a rotating
monthly schedule. For more information,
please contact Jenn Reasinger: jreasinger@stfrancisallentown.org.

Our Weekly Stewardship

St. John Vianney Regional School

St John Vianney Regional School is hiring for the following positions.
·
Art Teacher, Part Time
·
Music Teacher, Part Time
·
5th Grade Teacher, Full Time
·
6th Grade Teacher, Full Time
· 7th & 8th Grade Science Teacher, Full Time
· Classroom Aide for Aquinas Program, Part Time
If you are interested, please send your resume to:
principal@stjohnvianneyschool.org

PREP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

PREP is in need of volunteers to lead
our children in their faith for the
2022/2023 year. No experience necessary, we will train you!! PREP meets
on Sundays from 9:00 to 10:15 from
September to early May. Our classes
are small (10 to 14 students per
class). We still need teachers for 2nd and 7th Grades.
Being a volunteer at PREP is an amazing way to deepen
your own faith and there is NOTHING BETTER on
a Sunday morning than the laughter of children as they
learn, sing and read about Jesus, our Catholic Faith and
they discover their own spirituality. Contact Bertha
Ocasio, DRE, at 610-435-0364 for more details!
Attention All Parish Organizations

Please call Donna Gerancher at 610-433-6102, extension
15, to schedule all of your organization’s activities to
ensure the availability of the room or hall of your choice.

Weekend of August 13th & 14th
Sunday in Pew
Sunday Online
Second Collection in Pew
Second Collection Online

Thank you for your continued contributions to
our parish. We appreciate all that you do, financially and other ways, to make our parish great.
Please consider online giving. It’s safe, easy and
secure. Visit our website for more information.

Save the Date!
Designer Handbag Bingo will be held
on Sunday, November 20th, 2022 in
our Church Hall. Tickets will go on
sale soon!
Bravo $25.00 Gift Cards will be
available for a limited time only at
the Parish Office. They can be
redeemed at our local Bravo
restaurant at the Lehigh Valley Mall.
Sanctuary Memorial Fund

We acknowledge this contribution in memory of:
Helen V. O’Hare
by: Rita Granitz
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The Liturgical Ministers availability sheet is due to
Donna Gerancher by August 28, 2022.

Liturgical Ministers Schedule—Saturday and Sunday, August 27th & 28th
4:30 PM
8:30 AM
10:30 AM

Lector
Eucharistic Minister
Cantor
Organist
Altar Servers
Sacristan

P. Stiles
F. & S. Koerbler
A. Eaves
D. Badesso
D. Perico

$ 4,196.25
$ 2,860.50
$ 828.00
$ 55.00

N. Lamparella
J. Grieff, T. Fallon
D. Lamparella
R. Venditto
N. Schwenk
A. Beck

B. Beck
L. Moser, C. Wargo
M. Maramag
D. Badesso
A. Beck

Just a Reminder…

When cleaning this summer,
please remember to save any
useful items that you do not need
anymore for our annual Attic
Treasures Sale. Dates for the
collections are to be announced,
but the event will be held October 8th, 9th & 10th.
Low Impact Aerobics Sign-ups

Looking for a night out with friends? Our instructor,
Karen Hoff, is offering 10 weeks of aerobics on Tuesday
nights (6:15–7:00 PM) from September 13th to
November 17th with one Wednesday class on October
12th in St. Elizabeth’s parish hall, 435 Pershing Blvd.,
Whitehall. (Note: No classes on October 25th.) The cost
is only $25.00 per person for the entire 10 weeks: This
will be 45 minutes of aerobic exercise only. Registration
deadline is on September 9th or until the maximum number of participants is reached. Please
contact Mary Spieker at the parish office to register 610-266-0695 or dirreled@sercc.org. See
our website at: www.sercc.org. Bring a friend!
Beginner Low Impact Aerobic Class
Haven't exercised in a while but ready to ease your way
back in? Other classes are not a fit for you?
Eight weeks on Tuesdays – September 13th–November
1st from 5:30-6:00 PM (No class on October 25th). One
Wednesday make-up class on October 12th.) At Saint
Elizabeth’s Parish Hall – 435 Pershing Blvd., Whitehall,
PA Registration is required. Only $15.00 for all 8 weeks.
This 1/2 hour class will help you start the process of
getting back to exercise while increasing your flexibility,
moves and balance. Come and check out the class and see
if it is a fit for you! Bring a friend! Call or e-mail for
more information: Mary Spieker at 610-266-0695 dirreled@sercc.org.
See our parish website: www.sercc.org
Reconciliation

A Reminder: The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is available at St. Francis of Assisi Parish every Saturday
from 3:15 to 4:00 PM, on Monday evenings before the 7:00 PM Mass, or by appointment.
Neighboring parishes have similar schedules, but check
their website or call them to be sure of their times. Please
avail yourself of the opportunity to receive this Sacrament. Reconciliation is not only for those who feel they
have grave mortal sins, it is a way to receive grace from
God. No matter how long it has been since your last confession, God will welcome you and help bring you peace.
New Mail Slot

We have a new mail slot at the Church,
for after hour use. It is to the right of the
entrance of church from the parking lot.
It was installed where a piece of stained
glass was cracked. It can be used to
return borrowed keys, place your
envelopes, or leave mail for the Parish
Office.

Are you in religious education or bible study ministry? Would you like to explore the parables and their
meanings more fully? Join Christina R. Zaker, D.Min. as
she presents "Surprised by God: Glimpses of Grace and
the Courage to Respond," at St. Francis Retreat
House, Easton, from September 16th to 18th. Onsite
participation: private room with bath, all meals, and
materials: $285. Couples’ Onsite: $520. Virtual
participation: $100. Commuters: $210. Register at 610258-3053 x34 or stfrancisretreat house.org.
Monday Mini-Retreat at St. Francis Retreat House,
Easton, on September 19th. "God's Timing: A Journey of
Faith, Love, and Service" will highlight diocesan
Secretary for Catholic Health, Human Services, Pam
Russo, and Executive Director for Catholic Charities, Rob
Nicolella's personal spiritual journeys as leaders, noting
their challenges and times of questioning their faith.
Supper begins at 6:00 PM, presentation from 7:00 to 9:00.
$35 in-person, $20 virtual. Register 610-258-3053 x34
or st francisretreathouse.org by September 12.
Sip, Dip & Mingle for a Great Cause
Stone Farm Cellars & Vineyard
Thursday, August 25, 2022 5:00 PM

Join Family Promise of Lehigh Valley for a fabulous
evening featuring wine & craft beer tastings, delicious
dips and more.
About this event:
Join us at the Stone
Farm Cellars and
Vineyard, 5831 Vera
Cruz Road, Upper Saucon Township, for a sunset
gathering of the Lehigh Valley's community of friends,
volunteers and area businesses. The event will include a
fabulous tasting of wine or craft beer from Hop Hill
Brewing Company's, a delicious sampling of summer
appetizer and dessert dips and assorted fun activities to
support the mission of Family Promise of Lehigh Valley.
Additional Food and Beverage options are available for
sale.
We believe every child deserves a home. Help us to
ensure those children in need have a place to sleep tonight
as their family works toward financial independence.
For more information call 610-351-1368, email
Devdirector@fplehighvalley.org or visit our website
fplehighvalley.org.
To order tickets send your request and check to Family
Promise of Lehigh Valley 1346 W. Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA 18102. Tickets to increase to $35.00 at the
door.
Parish Library

The Parish Library is now in the
room next to the elevator at the top of
the ramp. We have many informative
religious books available to borrow.
Please stop in before or after Mass or
during the week to see our new room.

Parishioner Visitation Request

Family Name:______________________________
Phone:____________________________________
Address___________________________________
Details/Directions:___________________________
__________________________________________
Household Pets:_____________________________
Clergy: _____ Father Rich
_____ Deacon Bob
_____ Deacon Ricardo
Other Information:___________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Host Families Needed

Nacel Open Door is excited to
welcome international students
from Spain, Chile, Vietnam,
China and other countries who
will be attending Allentown Central Catholic High School
for the upcoming school year. These F-1 visa students are
very family oriented and enjoy taking part in both family
and school activities. The students speak English, have
travel health insurance, and bring their own spending
money for personal expenses. Host families provide room
and board and receive a monthly hosting stipend to help
offset expenses.
It is truly a wonderful experience for the whole family
and can create lifetime friendships from across the globe.
If you are willing to consider opening your heart and your
home to one of these students, or would like more
information, please contact Hope Egolf at 610-850-1398,
or email hegolf@team.nacelopendoor.org.

Please support our advertisers on the back of the
bulletin who make this publication possible.

CYO Cross Country

TO: SJV K-8 students and
child parishioners, also entering K-8th grades in any school,
from our feeder parishes or any
parish that does not have their
own team!
WHAT: Cross Country!!! Come & try it!
WHEN: First Practice is Wednesday, August 17th, and
then for the rest of the season, weekly, Tuesday & Thursday 6:00-7:00 PM, starting the week August 23rd. Meets
are Sundays 2:00-4:30 PM, starting on September 4th.
WHERE: Allentown Rose Garden Pavilions near
bathroom off of Honochick Drive. The meets are all at
different locations! Parents please plan to stay during the
first couple of practices, when you join, to get the information & uniforms & all the important things!
Coaches: Tim Haring & Mike Spear
For Questions: loriharing@gmail.com

2022 Diocesan Anniversary Mass

Each year, the Diocese of Allentown celebrates the Vocation of Marriage by offering a Mass for married couples
celebrating a milestone anniversary. The couples are
invited to renew their vows and thank God for the gift of
the Sacrament of Marriage during the Annual Diocesan
Wedding Anniversary Mass held each September.
SAVE THE DATE!
The 2022 Wedding Anniversary Mass will be held on
Sunday, September 18, 2022 at 2:00 PM at the Cathedral
of Saint Catharine of Siena, Allentown. Please register to
attend, www.allentowndiocese.organniversarymass email
stewardship@allentowndiocese.org or call toll free 1-800831-4443.

Bus Departs 8:00 AM / Returns 4:00 PM. Pickup/Return
to: St. Thomas More Church,1040 Flexer Ave, Allentown,
PA 18103.
Charter bus reserved for Allentown Diocese Parishes $25
while seats last. *Family Pricing available. Inquire by
email. Reserve Seats or Sponsor Riders: email
PAT.BERTOLA@GMAIL.COM
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Dennis Reichard
610-433-6102 ext 34
dreichard@stfrancisallentown.org
BULLETIN
Stephanie Epler
610-433-6102 ext 10
sepler@stfrancisallentown.org
DATABASE/CENSUS SECRETARY
Donna Gerancher
610-433-6102 ext 15
dgerancher@stfrancisallentown.org
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Robert Young
610-433-6102
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610-433-6102
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Stephanie Epler
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Fr. Richard C. Brensinger
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Donna Gerancher
610-433-6102 ext 15
dgerancher@stfrancisallentown.org
MEN OF ST. FRANCIS
Ray Johnson
610-533-7717
MUSIC MINISTRY
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Helen Moyer
610-439-0922
OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Michelle Evans
610-737-9469
PARISH OFFICE
610-433-6102
PARISH FAX
610-434-6972
PARISH NURSES
Fran Kryzan, RN
610-434-0983
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Diane Colom
610-751-6079
sfaPPC18@gmail.com
PARISH SECRETARY
Stephanie Epler
610-433-6102 ext 10
sepler@stfrancisallentown.org
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Bertha Ocasio
610-435-0364
berthaocasioprep@gmail.com
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610-351-0835
SANCTUARY MEMORIAL FUND
Anne Palmisano
610-433-6102
SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP
Madeline Klotz
610-395-7386
ST. JOHN VIANNEY REGIONAL SCHOOL
Patricia Kropf, Principal
610-435-8981
WEBSITE
Ann Holaska
610-433-6102
aholaska@stfrancisallentown.org
WELCOMING COMMITTEE
Theresa Racek
610-428-0708
WOMEN WALKING IN FAITH
Michelle Evans
610-737-9469

“Feed Your Faith”
Gift Card Program

“Feed Your Faith” is the Parish’s easiest fundraising program. It costs you nothing extra, but it benefits the Parish immensely! Each gift card you buy
has a return of 1% to 14% profit to the parish. The
number in parenthesis represents the percentage of
profit the Parish makes. Please consider buying the
gift cards to do your grocery shopping, give as
gifts, or just to purchase instead of using cash at
the retailers. Please see the list below for our participating retailers. These gift cards are usually
available every day in the Parish Office!
Amazon.com (2.25%): $25, $100
Applebees (8%): $10, $25
Banana Republic (14%): $25
Barnes and Nobles (8%): $10, $25
Bath and Body Works (12%): $10, $25
Bed, Bath & Beyond (7%): $25
Bravo $25
Buy Buy Baby (7%): $25
Bonefish Grill (8%): $25
Boscov’s (8%): $25
Carrabbas (8%): $25
Dunkin Donuts (3%): $10
Gap (14%): $25
Giant (10%): $10, $20, $25, $50,
$100
Home Depot (4%): $25, $100
Kohl’s (5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Longhorn Steakhouse (8%): $25
Lowe’s (4%): $25, $100
Macy’s (10%): $25
Old Navy (14%): $25
Olive Garden (8%): $25
Outback Steakhouse (8%): $25
Panera Bread (8%): $10
Red Robin (8%): $25
Red Lobster (8%): $25
Redner’s Warehouse (5%): $20, $25, $50, $100
Sam’s Club (2.5%): $25, $100
Starbucks (7%): $10
Target (2.5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Texas Roadhouse (8%): $25
Visa (1.25%): $50, $100 (no activation fee!)
Wal-Mart (2.5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Wawa (1%): $25
Wegman’s (5%): $25, $50, $100
Weis (5%): $10, $20, $25, $50, $100
Wendy’s (6.5%): $10

