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1046 West Cedar Street - Allentown, Pennsylvania 18102
(610) 433-6102
www.stfrancisallentown.org

facebook: @stfrancisallentown

Pastor
Reverend Monsignor Victor F. Finelli, Th. M., J.C.L.
Permanent Deacons
Deacon Robert Young
Deacon Ricardo Reyes

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Daily: see Mass Schedule
Holy Day: (Vigil 7:00 PM) 8:00 AM & 12:05 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation

May the favor
of the Lord our
God be ours.
Prosper the work
of our hands!
(Psalm 90:17)

Saturday: 3:15-4:00 PM
Anytime by appointment

Adoration Chapel
Please consider spending some time with our Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. Our Adoration Chapel is
open daily from 6:00 AM—9:00 PM.

September 1, 2019
Twenty-Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time

We, the people of Saint Francis of Assisi Church, a Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of Allentown, a
faith-filled people, united in the Holy Spirit and nourished by the Eucharist, strive to be the Body of Christ. We
manifest our unity through the joyful celebration of the Sacraments. We pledge to use our gifts and resources to
live the Faith, preach the Word, and Service others as we welcome all into our faith community.

SACRAMENTAL AND PARISH INFORMATION
New Members

Saint John Vianney Regional School

Welcome to Saint Francis Parish. Please call the Parish
Center Office in order to register in our parish, or stop in
during office hours or on the weekend after all Masses.
One needs to be a member of our parish three months in
order to receive a certificate of eligibility. Please notify the
office if you change your address or move away.

We encourage all our parents to consider sending their
children to our parish school, Saint John Vianney Regional
School. Our school is located at 210 North 18th Street in
Allentown. Please contact our school principal, Dr. Emily
Kleintop (610-435-8981), to register your child for a faith
based, middle-states accredited, Catholic education.

Religious Education (PREP)

Allentown Central Catholic High School

All children of the parish should be receiving religious instruction through our parish school or through our Parish
Religious Education Program offered on a Sunday morning
from 9:00 to 10:15 AM. Please contact Mrs. Camille
Stockdale, our Director of Religious Education, for more
information regarding our PREP (610-435-0364).

We encourage our high school students to consider
attending our local Catholic high school - Allentown
Central Catholic. Please contact Cara Meskill, the Director
of Admissions, at (610) 437-4601 for more information.

Ministry to the Sick

survivors of sexual abuse are invited and encouraged to contact
the Diocese of Allentown for more information about this program. The fullness of compassion should be extended to these
victims by the Church. To learn more about the Diocese
of Allentown’s Youth Protection Programs, Sexual Abuse Policy, and Code of Conduct, please visit www.allentowndiocese.org
and click on “Youth Protection” in the upper right-hand corner of
the page.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

We welcome and support all whose faith journey brings
Marriage
We look forward to celebrating God’s gift of love in the them to seek full communion with the Catholic Church.
sacrament of marriage for any registered and practicing Please call the Parish Center Office for further information.
Wills and Memorials
parishioner. Diocesan policy states that contact should be
made one year, but no later than six months, prior to the As a lasting remembrance or final gift to your parish, all
proposed date of marriage in order to begin pre-nuptial parishioners are encouraged to include St. Francis of Assisi
instructions. Call the Parish Center Office for further infor- in their wills or as a beneficiary on an insurance policy. At
mation.
the time of passing of a relative or friend, consider enrolBaptisms
ling them in the Sanctuary Memorial Fund. Memorials are
Baptisms are held for our registered and practicing parish- available in the Parish Center Office and are often used in
ioners normally the first Sunday of the month immediately lieu of flowers.
after the 10:30 Mass. Parents are to register for a Baptismal
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator
Preparation Class held normally on the Wednesday before
Sr. Meg Cole, S.S.J., M.S., LMFT
each baptism in the Parish Center. At least one Godparent
610-332-0442, ext. 2019
must be a practicing Catholic for the valid reception of
Victim Assistance Coordinator
baptism. That person must also be able to receive a certifiWendy Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC
cate of eligibility from their Catholic parish. A NonDirect Telephone Number (800)791-9209
Catholic Christian is permitted to act as a witness. Parents The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to anyone who, as
should begin to make arrangements for a baptism during a minor, was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, or employee/
pregnancy.
volunteer of the Diocese/Parish. Parents, guardians, children, and
Visits to the hospital are made on a regular basis. Please
notify the Parish Center Office when a parishioner is in the
hospital or home and would like to receive communion or
the anointing of the sick. Visits can also be made to those
parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive
communion.

Attention All Women!

Monday, September 2nd
1 Thes 4:13-18; Lk 4:16-30

No Mass
Tuesday, September 3rd

Saint Gregory the Great

1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Lk 4:31-37

8:00 AM Intentions of Mark Lorenzini
Wednesday, September 4th
Col 1:1-8; Lk 4:38-44

8:00 AM Cecelia Weiss
Thursday, September 5th

Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Col 1:9-14; Lk 5:1-11

8:00 AM Jack Deutsch
Friday, September 6th
Col 1:15-20; Lk 5:33-39

8:00 AM John Gulla
September 7th & 8th
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 9:13-18b; Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33

4:30 PM Malinda Frantz
8:30 AM Reverend Monsignor Richard Loeper
People of St. Francis of Assisi Parish
10:30 AM Maria Vui Tran
Sanctuary Lamp Memorials

The Sanctuary Lamp Memorial for the week of
September 1st is:
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Henry A. Rutz
by Annie and Henry Rutz
Recently Deceased

Please pray for the souls of parishioner Carol L.
Kichline, and Roger Tracey, brother of parishioner Diane Colom, who recently passed away.
Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and may their
families know your peace and comfort.
Recitation of the Rosary

The Rosary will be recited before all
the Masses the first weekend of each
month. The Rosary will begin about 25
minutes before each Mass on September 7th & 8th.

Lord, on this Labor Day,
We thank you for the blessing of work.
We ask for strength to complete each day.
We ask for rest when we are weary.
We ask your guidance for everyone seeking
employment,
And we ask that you be with those whose faces we
might never see but who work tirelessly
each day for the good of all.
Amen.

For the last number of years we had a
group in the parish known as
"Gathered in Grace." That group no
longer exists but a new, revitalized and
reenergized group has emerged: "Women, Walking in
Faith." This group of faith-filled women will meet on
the first and third Wednesdays of the month in Heritage
Hall beginning with some social time at 6:30 PM. The
group will take time to pray, to reflect, to learn, and to
support one another in the faith. All women eighteen and
over are invited to participate. The first meeting on
Wednesday, September 4th will be more organizational,
but all are invited. The second meeting on Wednesday,
September 18th will be the start of many great meetings. Guests are certainly welcome so don't hesitate to
ask your friends and neighbors to come along. This is a
great opportunity to meet new women in the parish and to
find strength in the faith that these women share. Call the
Parish Office if you need more information.
Parish Office Closed

Please note that the Parish Office will
be closed on Monday, September 2nd,
in observance of Labor Day.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults:
The process for welcoming new
members into the Catholic Faith.

IT IS FOR: Adults (18 years or Older) who are:
• Not Baptized or
• Baptized in another Christian Church and interested in
learning more about the Catholic Faith or
• Baptized into the Catholic Faith but have not received
First Eucharist or Confirmation.
WHAT IS THE RCIA?
RCIA is a direct result of Vatican II,
which called for a revival of the Adult
Catechumenate. This goes back to the
early traditions of the Church where the
Apostles welcomed newcomers into the
community of faith. RCIA is the way all
our Catholic communities throughout
the world will be initiating newcomers into the Catholic
Church.
NOTE: Four out of five individuals who investigate the
Catholic community do so because friends, relatives or
neighbors extend personal invitations. Spread the good
news by inviting someone!
INTERESTED? Want to learn more about your faith?
Join the RCIA team as a sponsor. If you know someone
who wants to become Catholic, please have them call
the Parish Office at 610-433-6102.
Registration for this year’s RCIA will take place on
Monday, September 9th at 6:30 PM in the Parish
Library.

PREP OPEN HOUSE

•
•
•
•
•

Preschool Programs, Full Day
Kindergarten through 8th Grade
Safe Environment, Faith-Filled Curriculum
Outstanding Academics
Free Tour and Shadow Days
SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind, and spirit!
Phone: 610-435-8981
Email: altlsjv@ptd.net
Call us today to schedule a tour at your convenience!
SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind and spirit!

www.StJohnVianneySchool.org
Monthly Food Drive
Sponsored by
the Outreach Committee

Our monthly food drive will be next weekend, September 7th & 8th.
This month, we particularly need soups (both canned and
cup of soup), crackers and boxed cereal . We cannot accept any glass jars. Also, please, no XL containers. Collection bins will be available at the entrances of the
church for your donations. Help is needed on collection
weekends to help move the food donations from the vestibule area to the pantry after each Mass.
CALLING ALL YOUNG ADULTS

You are invited to a solemn Vespers with the
Most Reverend Alfred A. Schlert sponsored by
the Office of Youth, Young Adult and Family
Ministry. The event will take place Sunday,
September 8th, 2019 at 6:30 PM, at The Shrine of St.
Therese of Lisieux (15 E. Garibaldi Ave., Nesquehoning).
A social will follow at the parish for an opportunity to
meet Bishop Schlert. Hors d’oeuvres will be provided.
Event is free of charge. We ask that you please RSVP no
later
than
Tuesday,
September
3rd
at
www.allentowndiocese.org/vespers so we can order the
proper amount of food. However, walk-ins are still welcome. All young adults (ages 18-35) are welcome. For
questions call (610) 289-8900 ex. 2021 or email Alexa
Smith @ asmith@allentowndiocese.org.

PREP OPEN HOUSE is coming!! September
8th from 9:00 to 10:00 AM. We welcome all
NEW and RETURNING students to our
Religious Education space located on the top
floor of the School Building. We also welcome ALL
parishioners who would like to visit and see our classrooms!
Students should visit with their parents, bringing with
them all Registration Paperwork (including Baptismal
Certificate if needed) and PREP fee payment. Teachers
will be there to meet you and answer any questions.
We look forward to seeing everyone there!!!
Our first class is September 15th - 9:00 to 10:15 (Short
Parents Meeting following Assembly)
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me"
Mrs. Camille Stockdale, DRE 484 547 6270
Movie Club News

Are you ready for some football? Movie Club is !!!!
Facing the Giants - Thursday,
September 26
6:30 doors open/7:00 Movie
Wear your favorite team jersey!
With God.. all things are possible!!! See you there always fun.. always free
Youth Ministry

On Monday, September 9th, there will be a
Parents Meeting for current and prospective
YM members, from 6:00-7:00 PM. We
would like to meet with parents to discuss what we have
done over the past two years and our plans for the rest of
the year. We also want parent feedback and open discussion about our program and how we can make it better!
Sunday, September 15th - Regular Youth Group Meeting
6:00 - 7:30 PM
Saturday, September 28th - Fall-themed Outdoor Movie
Night - 7:00 to 10:00 PM (at Mr. Wagstaff’s house).
We’ll have fun fall-themed treats, tractor hay ride & outdoor movie. For information call or text Ms. Jenn: 484433-0265 or email jreasinger@stfrancisallentown.org.
Follow us on Instagram@sfayouthgroup. Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
StFrancisAssisiYouthGroup/

Liturgical Ministers Schedule - Saturday and Sunday, September 7th & 8th
4:30 PM
8:30 AM
10:30 AM
H. Moyer
M. Issermoyer
B. Sheaffer
B. Nutting, L. Stofko
T. Fronheiser, T. Racek
C. Adams, A. Drovich

Lector
Eucharistic
Minister
Cantor
J. Seng-Austin
Organist
J . DeMatto
Altar Servers S. Lurwick
Sacristan
N. Stofko
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

S. Kuczynski
J. DeMatto
C. Kocon
B. Sheaffer

L. Hannis
D. Badesso
L. Sheaffer, A. Beck
H. Beck, J. Reasinger

Diocese of Allentown Women’s Conference
‘Women Chosen for a Purpose’

Women of all ages are invited to hear about their call to
be Disciples of Christ and what that means for their lives
as women at “Women Chosen for a Purpose,” the third
Diocesan women’s conference, Saturday, October 5th.
Included will be keynote speakers and opportunities for
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, the Sacrament
of Reconciliation and Holy Mass celebrated by Bishop of
Allentown, Alfred Schlert. A separate Spanish track will
be offered.
The day will be from 9 AM to 4:15 PM at DeSales University, Center Valley. For more information or to register, visit www.allentowndiocese.org/womens-conference.

Feed Your Faith Monthly Order

There are 40 different stores in stock every day, and once
a month, hundreds of different stores and denominations
are available through our monthly order program. To see
the entire list of retailers, go to www.glscrip.com and
click home page. The next monthly order will be placed
on Tuesday, September 3rd. To order, call the Parish
Office at 610-433-6102.
Choir Practice Starting Soon!

St. Francis of Assisi’s Parish Choir will have
their first practice on Thursday,
September
12th at 7:00 PM in the choir loft. The choir will be under
the direction of Mrs. Sheena Kuczynski. New members,
both men and women, are always welcome! Contact
skuczynski@stfrancisallentown.org or 610-433-6102.
Catholic Grandparents’ Association
St. Joseph the Worker Parish

Grandparents – you have a very important
mission to pass on the faith to future generations! Would you like some help? Do you
have tips to share? Come and join other grandparents who
love our Catholic faith and want to it pass on. Gather with
us for a special Mass where we will join with other
grandparents and grandchildren to celebrate National
Grandparents Day on Sunday September 8th at the 10
AM Mass. After Mass we have tables set aside at the
Knights of Columbus buffet breakfast to enjoy each
other’s company while having breakfast.

Theologian, author, and well-known Catholic speaker Dr.
Edward Sri will be present in the Diocese of Allentown
for the Women’s Conference. In addition to serving as the
Keynote Speaker for the Women’s Conference, Dr. Sri
has graciously offered to present A Biblical Walk through
the Mass: Understanding What We Say and Do in the Liturgy on the evening before the Women’s Conference.
Priests, deacons, seminarians and Liturgical Ministers
who generously serve their parishes are invited to the
Cathedral of Saint Catharine of Siena on Friday, October
4, 2019 at 6:30 PM for the Celebration of Mass, followed
by Dr. Sri’s presentation. The Office for Divine Worship
in collaboration with the Office for Catholic Life and
Evangelization are hosting this event and have created a
website to assist in registration for this event: https://
www.allentowndiocese.org/Liturgy. For any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact, Mr. Rick Dooley
at Catholic Life and Evangelization at 610-289-8900, extension 2027 or at rdooley@allentowndiocese.org.
Independent Reconciliation
and Compensation Program

As a reminder to victims of clergy sexual abuse in the
Diocese of Allentown, the deadline to apply for compensation as one aspect of your healing is Sept. 30, 2019.
To learn more about the Independent Reconciliation and
Compensation Program, call 1-833-267-6389 or visit
www.allentowndioceseIRCP.com
New Parishioners

As a parish community, we always
welcome new members with open
arms and hearts. At this time we
would like to welcome Angela Hanna, Gerald Roth
and .Azrael, Brett Sammarco and Morgan Miller.

Catechism Classes For Men

Every first and third Tuesday of the month (September 3rd) at 7:00 PM, The Catholic Men of Good News are
showing videos to deepen our knowledge of the faith in our Franciscan Center. For info call the Parish Office.

Annual Diocesan Anniversary Mass

This year’s annual Diocesan Anniversary
Mass will be on Sunday, September 15, 2019
at 3 PM (will fulfill Sunday obligation) at
Cathedral of St. Catharine of Siena, 1825 W.
Turner Street, Allentown, PA 18104. The
Most Reverend Alfred A. Schlert will be the Celebrant.
Married couples celebrating 1-5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35,
40, 45, 50, 60+ years and their families are invited to the
Mass and the social following. Register before September
9, 2019 at www.allentowndiocese.org/anniversarymass.
If you do not have internet access, there are registration
forms available on the Parish bulletin board, that can be
filled out by hand and mailed. Questions? Call 610-2898900 or email mflf@allentown-diocese.org.

Our Weekly Stewardship
Weekend of August 24th & 25th
# of envelopes mailed:
735
# of envelopes received:
223
% of envelopes used:
31%
Total of First Collection
$6,665.00
Total of Second Collection
$1,328.00
Thank you for your continued financial support and
your kindness you show to St. Francis by your weekly
contribution. We need parishioners to give what they
can for our parish. We can’t do it without you.
Outreach Committee Meeting

The Outreach Committee will meet on Monday, September 9th at 6:30 PM in Heritage Hall. Please enter through
the Cedar Street ramp. New members are welcomed!
Mercy School for Special Learning

Mercy is seeking to employ full-time Direct Service
Workers for our TLC/Over 21 Adult Habilitation
Program. This person will assist with the day-to-day
operation of the Adult Habilitation Program in an efficient
manner supporting the program’s mission. The position is
for a maximum of 32.5 hours weeks year-round with
benefits. The applicant will assist the Program Specialist
and Director in the implementation of annual goals
developed for adults with multiple disabilities. Applicant
will perform routine tasks as feeding, lifting and toileting
on a daily basis and other duties as assigned.
The following clearances are required: Criminal History
Check, Child Abuse Clearance, FBI Clearance and
Mandated Reporter Certification.
Interested candidates should contact Beth
Grys, Principal, at 610-797-8242 or email
to either bgrys@mercyschool.org or
Amanda Blackman at tlcprogram@ptd.net
You may also mail your resume to: Mercy
School For Special Learning, Attn: TLC Adult Program,
830 S. Woodward St., Allentown, PA 18103

St. Francis Center for Renewal

St. Francis Center for Renewal,
Bethlehem PA, is delighted to offer the
following autumn retreats for your
spiritual inspiration and healing. Please join us.
Hope Does Not Disappoint - Annual Women’s Retreat,
September 13-15, 2019. Facilitator: Fr. Keith Laskowski.
Offering: Commuters welcome, all bedrooms are sold out.
$25.00 per day plus meals. Check-in begins at 6:00, first
session starts at 7:30 PM. We all face moments of
discouragement in our life, from circumstances outside of
our control and sometimes from the choices we have
made. Yet, God never abandons his people. Each day we
must anchor our lives in God. God gives us the strength
and the grace to weather the storms that we face.
Be A Voice...Not an Echo - 6:45 ~ 9:00 PM Twilight
Retreat, September 26, 2019
Facilitator: Alexandria Cirko. Offering: $25, Deposit:
$15, Includes Refreshments. This quote from Albert
Einstein encourages each of us to use our voices to spread
the Good News in a world that hungers for the truth. Echoes aren’t necessarily a negative thing. We must always
‘echo’ the truths of our faith and the message of the gospel, but we do it using our individual gifts and talents ~
our “voice” which is gifted to us by the Father. How can
our voices be heard above the restlessness of
society? How will He use us to speak HIS word?
To register or for further information call 610.867.8890 or
email stfranciscenter@gmail.com
Outreach Bus Trip to Mohegan Sun

The next bus trip for the Outreach Committee’s monthly trip to Mohegan Sun is Tuesday, September 17th. Bus leaves at 9:15 AM
and returns by 5:00 PM. $25 per person will
get you $25 for slot play plus $5 toward lunch. To sign up
for the September 17th trip, call Pat at 610-515-5975 or
the church at 610-433-6102.
Picnic at St. John the Baptist (Stiles)

Saint John the Baptist Parish, 3024 S. Ruch Street in
Whitehall (Stiles) will have their annual parish picnic on
Sunday, September 1, 2019, from noon to 9:00 PM on the
parish grounds. Music provided by the Pennsylvania Villagers from 1:00 to 4:00 PM, and Common Bond from
5:00 to 9:00 PM. Delicious foods, children’s games, raffles, refreshments, bake sale and more. All are invited.
Fall Bazaar at Incarnation (Bethlehem)

Incarnation of Our Lord Parish, Thomas & Buchanan
Streets, Bethlehem, PA is having an inaugural Fall Bazaar
on Saturday, October 5, 2019, from 11 AM to
7 PM, with a special 4 PM Mass. Tricky Tray,
Bake Sale, White Elephant Sale, Ethnic Foods,
50/50 Drawing. Information: 610-866-3391.
Parking: Laufer Street Lot; Jackson & Buchanan Lot; On-Street
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“Feed Your Faith”
Gift Card Program
“Feed Your Faith” is the Parish’s easiest fundraising
program. It costs you nothing extra, but it benefits the
Parish immensely! Each gift card you buy has a return of
1.5% to 10% profit to the parish. Please consider buying
the gift cards to do your grocery shopping, give as gifts,
or just to purchase instead of using cash at the retailers.
Please see the list below for our participating retailers.
These gift cards are usually available every day in the
Parish Office!

A.C. Moore: $25
Amazon.com: $25, $100
Applebees: $10, $25
Banana Republic: $25
Barnes and Nobles: $10, $25
Bath and Body Works: $10, $25
Bed, Bath & Beyond: $25
Buy Buy Baby: $25
Bethlehem Gallery of Floors: mention St. Francis
Bonefish Grill: $25
Boscov’s: $25
Carrabbas: $25
Christmas Tree Shops: $25
Dunkin Donuts: $10
Gap: $25
Giant: $10, $20, $25, $50, $100
Home Depot: $25, $100
Kohl’s: $10, $25, $50, $100
Longhorn Steakhouse: $25
Lowe’s: $25, $100
Macy’s: $25
Nikki H Nail & Hair Salon $25
Old Navy: $25
Olive Garden: $25
Outback Steakhouse: $25
Panera Bread: $10
Red Robin: $25
Red Lobster: $25
Redner’s Warehouse: $20, $25, $50, $100
Ruby Tuesday: $25
Sam’s Club: $25, $100
Target: $10, $25, $50, $100
Texas Roadhouse: $25
Visa: $50, $100
Wal-Mart: $10, $25, $100
Wegman’s: $25, $50, $100
Weis: $10, $20, $25, $50, $100
Wendy’s: $10

