Saint Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church
1046 West Cedar Street - Allentown, Pennsylvania 18102
(610) 433-6102

www.stfrancisallentown.org

Facebook and Instagram: @stfrancisallentown

October 23, 2022
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Priests
Reverend Richard C. Brensinger, Pastor
Reverend Kevin M. Gualano, In Residence
Permanent Deacons
Deacon Robert Young
Deacon Ricardo Reyes (Leave of absence)
Deacon Gerald Schmidt, Weekend Assistance
Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Daily: see Mass Schedule
Holy Day: (Vigil 7:00 PM) 8:00 AM & 12:15 PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:15-4:00 PM
Monday: before 7:00 PM Mass
Anytime by appointment

Adoration Chapel
Please consider spending some time with
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament,
especially during this year of the Real Presence.
Our Adoration Chapel is located
between the Church and the school building.
Open daily from 6:00 AM—9:00 PM.
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New Members

I
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

Welcome to Saint Francis Parish. Please call the Parish Center We welcome and support all whose faith journey brings them to
Office in order to register in our parish, or stop in during office seek full communion with the Catholic Church. Please call the
hours or on the weekend after all Masses. One needs to be a Parish Center Office for further information.
member of our parish three months in order to receive a certificate of eligibility. Please notify the office if you change your
Saint John Vianney Regional School
address or move away.
We encourage all our parents to consider sending their children
to our parish school, Saint John Vianney Regional School. Our
Religious Education (PREP)
school is located at 210 North 18th Street in Allentown. Please
All children of the parish should be receiving religious instruc- contact our school principal at 610-435-8981 to register your
tion through our parish school or through our Parish Religious child for a faith based, middle-states accredited, Catholic
Education Program offered on a Sunday morning from 9:00 to education.
10:15 AM. Please contact our Coordinator of Religious Education, for more information regarding our PREP (610-435-0364).

Allentown Central Catholic High School

We encourage our high school students to consider
Marriage
We look forward to celebrating God’s gift of love in the sacra- attending our local Catholic high school - Allentown
ment of marriage for any registered and practicing parishioner. Central Catholic. Please contact the Director of Admissions, at
Diocesan policy states that contact should be made one year, but (610) 437-4601 for more information.
no later than six months, prior to the proposed date of marriage
in order to begin pre-nuptial instructions. Call the Parish Center
Wills and Memorials
Office for further information.
As a lasting remembrance or final gift to your parish, all parishioners are encouraged to include St. Francis of Assisi in their
Baptisms
wills or as a beneficiary on an insurance policy. At the time of
Baptisms are held for our registered (at least three months) and passing of a relative or friend, consider enrolling them in the
practicing parishioners normally the first Sunday of the month Sanctuary Memorial Fund. Memorials are available in the Parish
immediately after the 10:30 Mass. Parents are to register for a Center Office and are often used in lieu of flowers.
Baptismal Preparation Class held normally on the Wednesday
before each baptism in the Parish Center. At least one Godparent
must be a practicing Catholic for the valid reception of baptism.
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator
That person must also be able to receive a certificate of eligibility
Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS
from their Catholic parish. A Non-Catholic Christian is permitted
610-871-5200, Ext. 2204
to act as a witness. Parents should begin to make arrangements
for a baptism during pregnancy.

Victim Assistance Coordinator

Godparents & Confirmation Sponsors Info

You must be at least 16 years of age, have received the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, must be known to attend
Mass regularly and, if married, the marriage must be recognized
by the church. These requirements are the universal law of the
church. All requests for ‘Letters of Good Standing’ are to be
made well in advance to the Parish Office.

Ministry to the Sick

Please notify the Parish Center Office when a parishioner is in
the hospital or home and would like to receive communion or the
anointing of the sick. Visits can also be made to those parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive confession and
communion.

Wendy Krisak, MA, NCC, LPC
Direct Telephone Number (800)791-9209
The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to anyone who, as
a minor, was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, or employee/
volunteer of the Diocese/Parish. Parents, guardians, children, and
survivors of sexual abuse are invited and encouraged to contact
the Diocese of Allentown for more information about this
program. The fullness of compassion should be extended to these
victims by the Church. To learn more about the Diocese
of Allentown’s Youth Protection Programs, Sexual Abuse
Policy,
and
Code
of
Conduct,
please
visit
www.allentowndiocese.org and click on “Youth Protection” in
the upper right-hand corner of the page.
If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please
contact the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-276-1562.

Monday, October 24th

Saint Anthony Mary Claret

Eph 4:32—5:8; Lk 13:10-17

7:00 PM Joan Cass
Tuesday, October 25th
Eph 5:21-33; Lk 13:18-21

8:00 AM Shelly Geng
Wednesday, October 26th
Eph 6:1-9; Lk 13:22-30

8:00 AM Concetta Weikel
Thursday, October 27th
Eph 6:10-20; Lk 13:31-35

8:00 AM Joyce Boggs
Friday, October 28th
Eph 2:19-22; Lk 6:12-16

Saints Simon and Jude

8:00 AM Susan Mesaros
Saturday and Sunday, October 29th & 30th
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 11:22—12:2; 2 Thes 1:11—2:2; Lk 19:1-10

4:30 PM Hilton & Gernat Families
8:30 AM Michael Romanic
People of St. Francis of Assisi Parish
10:30 AM John F. Boyle
Father Rich will hear confessions prior to the Monday
7:00 PM Mass, in addition to the Saturday confessions
at 3:15 PM.
Sacred Heart and Miraculous Medal Novenas

The Miraculous Medal Novena is recited every Monday
after the evening Mass. The Novena
to the Sacred Heart is recited on the
First Friday each month at the daily
Mass.
Each novena comes with special
Benefits. All are invited.
Sanctuary Lamp Memorials

If you would like to memorialize the red
sanctuary lamp for the Tabernacle for a week, the
cost is $10 for the seven day candle. Please
contact Stephanie Epler at the Parish Office, 610433-6102, for information.
The Sanctuary Lamp Memorial for the week
October 23, 2022 is
In Memory of Dolores Skripek
By Catherine Hersh
Recitation of the Rosary

The Rosary will be recited before Masses each
weekend during the month of October, the
month of the Holy Rosary, approximately 25
minutes prior to Mass.

Saint Francis Flea Market
By Joanne Kalny

Attic Treasures was here again, although by a different
name.
There is one thing that is true, the venue was the same.
A sturdy team was put together, led by Phyllis and Ray.
They all said, and it is true, they would rather work than
play.
Parishioners brought their treasures. The team did so well
To unload, unpack and organize and prepare it all to sell.
The hall looked great but mainly because dear Doris spent
time with flowers.
She made such beautiful arrangements, we know that it took
hours.
Each worker worked hard but did not even know because
friendship was all around.
Many have done this for so many years, and even new
friends were found.
The kitchen was busy even days before, unparalleled workers were there.
The Vietnamese rolls were made on the spot, a generous
family wanted to share.
Sharon’s Famous Bake Sale is always quite a hit
With many treats from Sharon and her family running it.
The crowds they came, compliments were given because it
all looked so nice.
But worker bees focused on selling their wares, they smiled
not once but twice.
By Monday, things had settled down, but the bags were sold
for four.
Customers filled them up, to be sure. Even punch bowls
went out the door.
So now it is over, the workers can rest, and one thing is very
clear.
No matter how tired we are today, we’ll repeat it again next
year!
Thank You to Our Volunteers

We would like to thank all of the volunteers
who helped make our recent fundraiser,
Saint Francis Flea Market such a great success, especially Flea Market chairpersons,
Phyllis and Ray Johnson and all of their helpers, Tim and
Loretta Carver, Sharon Todora, Bake Sale Chairperson
and all of her bakers, and Roy and Paula Rollins
(Kitchen) and their helpers. A special Thank you to the
Tran and Nguyen Families for donating the homemade
egg rolls! God Bless You All!
We realized a profit of $12,500 from this fundraiser.

Traveling Statue of Saint Francis of Assisi

It is said that Saint Francis of Assisi heard the Crucifix above the altar in the Chapel of San Damiano
command him: “Go, Francis, and repair my house which, as you see, is well-nigh in ruins.”
While he took it literally and renovated the Chapel, that was only the beginning. Of course, he renounced his
family's wealth and lived a simple life. Each of our households could use spiritual help from time to time. It
was with that in mind that Father Rich asked us to dedicate our homes to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. He also
invited us to have our homes blessed. Now, we are able to have a blessed statue of Saint Francis come and
spend some time in our homes. Beginning this week each parish household can sign up for a week to "house"
Saint Francis. Please call the Parish Office at 610-433-6102 to schedule your week.

Our Weekly Stewardship
Weekend of October 8th & 9th
Sunday in Pew
Sunday Online
Second Collection in Pew
Second Collection Online

$ 4, 422.50
$ 3,154.50
$ 717.00
$
75.00

Thank you for your continued contributions to
our parish. We appreciate all that you do, financially and other ways, to make our parish great.
Please consider online giving. It’s safe, easy and
secure. Visit our website for more information.
“Feed Your Faith”

Our Parish Gift Card Program

Stress-free Christmas shopping is here! The
next gift card order to Raise Right Scrip
Center will go in for Christmas gifts and shopping on
Monday, October 24th. Orders must be prepaid and in
the parish office by Monday noon on October 24th,
November 14th, and 28th and December 12th. Pick up by
Friday or on the weekend after Mass. (Lists of available
stores with order forms in the Parish Office.)
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Preschool Programs, Full Day
Kindergarten through 8th Grade
Safe Environment, Faith-Filled Curriculum
Outstanding Academics
Free Tour and Shadow Days
SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind, and spirit!
Phone: 610-435-8981
Email: mrskropf@stjohnvianneyschool.org
Call us today to schedule a tour at your convenience!
SJVRS: Educating a child’s character, mind and spirit!

To inquire about Christian Burial, contact
Resurrection Cemetery at (610) 395-3819
Or Holy Savior Cemetery at (610) 866-2372
Recently Deceased

Please pray for the souls of parishioner John
DeMelfy and Lesley Steigerwalt, sister of parishioner Sharon Todora, who recently passed away.
Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and may their
families know your peace and comfort.

Doors open at 12:00 PM
Games begin at 1:00 PM
Tickets are still available for only $25 each in the Parish
Office! Food and drink will be available to purchase at the
event, and we ask that no one bring any outside food/
drink items in with you. Spread the word and help us advertise! No tickets will be available at the door.
We would appreciate donations to our Tricky Tray prizes. Items or gift cards can be dropped off at the Parish
Office.
Sanctuary Memorial Fund

We acknowledge these contributions in memory of:
James Kelly
by: Jeff and Diane Kelly
Lesley Steigerwalt
by: Sharon Todora
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Liturgical Ministers Schedule—Saturday and Sunday, October 29th & 30th
4:30 PM
8:30 AM
10:30 AM

Lector
Eucharistic Minister
Cantor
Organist
Altar Servers
Sacristan

P. Stiles
J. Fittipaldi, V. Herman
J. Fignar
R. Venditto

H. Moyer
A. Moyer, N. Lamparella
D. Lamparella
D. Badesso

D. Perico

A. Beck

D. Colom
J. Colom, A. Drovich
A. Eaves
D. Badesso
C. & E. Stano
A. Beck

Pennsylvania Voter Information
Website

https://www.vote.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx

Voter Registration Office Address:
Lehigh County Government Center
17 South 7th Street
Allentown, PA 18101
610-782-3194
electionboard@lehighcounty.org
You have 4 ways to register to vote. You can register:
online, by mail, in person, at your county voter registration office and at PennDOT and some other government
agencies.
·
·
·
·
·

General Election Date – Nov. 8, 2022
Early Voting - Sept 19th to Oct. 1st
Last Date to Register – Oct. 24, 2022
Apply for Absentee or Mail in ballot by Nov 1, 2022
Ballots must be in the Voter Registration Office by 8
PM on Nov 8, 2022

·

Mail-in ballot –You may simply request this ballot
without a reason.
· Absentee ballot – If you plan to be out of the municipality on election day or if you have a disability or
illness that prevents you from going to your polling
place on election day.
Ballots are available at the Voter Registration Office and
Online
Upcoming PREP Dates

Sunday Mornings, 9-10:15 AM in the School.
October 30, 2022 - class
November 6, 2022 - class
November 13, 2022 - class
November 20, 2022 - class
Attention All Parish Organizations

Please call Donna Gerancher at 610-433-6102, extension
15, to schedule all of your organization’s activities to
ensure the availability of the room or hall of your choice.
Do You Shop on Amazon.com?

If so, please choose St. Francis of
Assisi Church in Allentown, PA
through your AmazonSmile account.
There is no cost to you and the
AmazonSmile
Foundation
will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to St. Francis. Just go
to smileamazon.com, search for St. Francis of Assisi
Parish in Allentown and then click on “select”. If you
have questions, please contact the church office. This is a
great way to support our ministry with no extra cost to
you. Thank you for your support!
Visit www.smile.amazon.com to register your account.

Please support our advertisers on the back
of the bulletin who make this publication possible.

Wednesday, November 2nd
Commemoration of the
Faithful Departed
on the Feast of All Souls
7:00 PM
All parishioners who have died during the past year will
be remembered in a special way during this Mass.

Parishioners may submit names of relatives and friends,
whom they wish to have remembered at this Mass, who
have died previously. Please complete the form below and
return it to the Parish Office by Thursday, October 27th
in order for your names to be listed in the program. Unfortunately, no names can be taken after that date.
Please note this important change from previous
years: Only names of persons who have died during
the past year will be read at the Mass.
All names will be listed in the program as usual.

-------------------------------------

Mass of Remembrance
Name Registration Form
Your
Name:_____________________________________
Phone Number: _____________________________
Email Address: _____________________________
Names of Deceased to be remembered from my
family/friends: (Please print very neatly)

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Names of those who have died in the past year:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Please return this completed slip to the
Parish Office by Thursday, October 27th.

St. Francis Center for Renewal

Join St. Francis Center for Renewal and
Sister
Nancy
Iampietro
for
our
October Twilight Retreat: Grief In All Its
Forms on Thursday, October 27th from
6:30-8:30 PM. Registration can be found at Upcoming
Events — St. Francis Center for Renewal
(stfrancisctr.org) or call 610-867-8890.
40 Days For Life

Prayer Warriors are needed at the Abortion
Facility on N. 9th Street, especially on
Wednesdays and Saturdays for the next few
weeks. Please step forward and be a "Light
in the Darkness" with your personal commitment to a peaceful witness of prayer for one hour for
the unborn babies. Bring a friend or contact Mary for a
prayer partner: schedule40dfl@gmail.com. God will
reward your efforts!
Catholic Wine and Worship Event

On Saturday, November 5th, join us for our
first Catholic Wine and Worship event! This
event will be held from 2—4 PM at Stony Run
Winery in Breinigsville, PA. Anybody from
the age of 21-35 interested in talking about
their faith, engaging in prayer, meeting new people and
enjoying a glass of wine are welcome to attend! Please
RSVP as seats are limited. Lastly, feel free to reach out to
us for any questions or concerns.
Marina LoBaido—610-392-6016
Tyler Bauer—716-352-6357

The Monday Mini-Retreat on November 14 at St. Francis
Retreat House in Easton will feature Franciscan priest, Fr.
Henry Beck, who will delve into "The Key Themes of
Pope Francis' Fratelli Tuitti (Brothers All)." Supper begins at 6:00 pm, followed by the presentation from 7:00
to 9:00 pm. Register by November 7 for in-person ($35)
or virtual ($20) participation @ stfrancisretreathouse.org
or 610-258-3053 x10.
Warriors for Christ

11th Annual Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference
Saturday, November 19th at DeSales University
The Annual Men’s Conference has grown to a
sellout of over 600 men from throughout the
diocese. Spanish sessions are also available.
Our speakers include nationally known Dr.
Edward Sri, Devin Schadt, and Fr. Patrick
Lamb from our diocese. Several priests will be available
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. A vigil Mass will be
celebrated at the conclusion of the Conference. Lunch and
day long refreshments are provided and included in your
registration fee. Men are invited and urged to bring their
high school and college age sons who will enjoy the Conference at special reduced registration fees.
Men can register and find more information at
MenAliveInChrist.org.

Fall Events—Neighboring Parishes
Healing Mass

Join Father George Winne for a Healing Mass at Saint
Columbkill Parish, 200 Indian Spring Road, Boyertown,
PA on Sunday, October 23rd at 7:00 PM. Praise and
worship music begins at 6:30 PM. All are invited to
attend.
SSJ Holiday Bazaar

Sunday, November 6th from 8 AM—2 PM. Saints Simon
and Jude, 730 W. Broad St. Bethlehem, PA. Basket
Raffle, Baked Goods, Country Cottage, Craft Corner.
Breakfast & Lunch food, take out available. 610-8665582.
Holiday Craft Fair & Bake Sale

St Thomas More School will hold its first annual Holiday
Craft Fair & Bake Sale on Saturday, November 12th, 10
AM to 4 PM. STM Gymnasium, 1040 Flexer Ave, Allentown. Free Parking, Free admission. Sixty Crafters, Holiday Bake Sale, Lunch available in the Candy Cane Cafe,
Face Painting, Carolers
Autumnfest 2022

Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus Parish, Wilson Avenue,
Hellertown, PA, Saturday, November 12th (9 AM-2 PM)
and Sunday, November 13th (8:30 AM-1 PM), Main
floor of Saint Theresa Preschool and Friendship Hall.
Raffle baskets, Specials, Food and Bake Sale. Santa both
days from 10 AM to 1 PM. 610-838-7045.
Our Lady Help of Christians Church
Night at the Races

Our event is Saturday Night, November 5th,
starting at 5:30 PM in our Parish Social Hall
at 934 Hanover Avenue, Allentown. Food starts being
served at 5:45 PM. We have “real” horses for you to
cheer on, not a tv. We will have homemade foods including cabbage & noodles, beef barbeque, meatball
sandwiches, beef orzo soup and salad. Beverages, beer
and wine are served. Bring a bunch of friends and have
fun! Tickets are $25 for admission, $15 if you just want
to buy a horse. Hope to see you there! Plenty of free
parking in our lot! Tickets must be bought in advance.
For more information, email ourladyhlp@ aol.com or call
610-432-9384.
Help Your Parish "Behind the Scenes!"

Are you interested in helping our parish, but
would prefer to be "behind the scenes"?? We
have the perfect options for you! We are
looking for volunteers to help us with our social media
and our live-streaming of Sunday Mass! It is easy to
schedule posts using the built-in services on Facebook, so
you don't have to worry about creating posts each day you can schedule them quickly and easily. We also need
volunteers to work the cameras for our live-streaming of
10:30 AM Mass on Sundays. You would be part of a team
for each of these volunteering duties, so all duties would
be on a rotating monthly schedule. For more
information, please contact Jenn Reasinger,
jreasinger@stfrancisallentown.org
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BUSINESS MANAGER
Dennis Reichard
610-433-6102 ext 34
dreichard@stfrancisallentown.org
BULLETIN
Stephanie Epler
610-433-6102 ext 10
sepler@stfrancisallentown.org
DATABASE/CENSUS SECRETARY
Donna Gerancher
610-433-6102 ext 15
dgerancher@stfrancisallentown.org
DEACONS
Robert Young
610-433-6102
ryoung@stfrancisallentown.org
EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
Paula Rollins
484-241-1986
“FEED YOUR FAITH” GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Stephanie Epler
610-433-6102
sepler@stfrancisallentown.org
LITURGICAL MINISTERS
Fr. Richard C. Brensinger
610-433-6102
rbrensinger@allentowndiocese.org
LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE
Donna Gerancher
610-433-6102 ext 15
dgerancher@stfrancisallentown.org
MEN OF ST. FRANCIS
Ray Johnson
610-533-7717
MUSIC MINISTRY
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Helen Moyer
610-439-0922
OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Michelle Evans
610-737-9469
PARISH OFFICE
610-433-6102
PARISH FAX
610-434-6972
PARISH NURSES
Fran Kryzan, RN
610-434-0983
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Diane Colom
610-751-6079
sfaPPC18@gmail.com
PARISH SECRETARY
Stephanie Epler
610-433-6102 ext 10
sepler@stfrancisallentown.org
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (PREP)
Bertha Ocasio
610-435-0364
prep@stfrancisallentown.org
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE
Karin Wahlstrom
610-351-0835
SANCTUARY MEMORIAL FUND
Anne Palmisano
610-433-6102
SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP
Madeline Klotz
610-395-7386
ST. JOHN VIANNEY REGIONAL SCHOOL
Patricia Kropf, Principal
610-435-8981
WEBSITE
Ann Holaska
610-433-6102
aholaska@stfrancisallentown.org
WELCOMING COMMITTEE
Theresa Racek
610-428-0708
WOMEN WALKING IN FAITH
Michelle Evans
610-737-9469

“Feed Your Faith”
Gift Card Program

“Feed Your Faith” is the Parish’s easiest fundraising program. It costs you nothing extra, but it benefits the Parish immensely! Each gift card you buy
has a return of 1% to 14% profit to the parish. The
number in parenthesis represents the percentage of
profit the Parish makes. Please consider buying the
gift cards to do your grocery shopping, give as
gifts, or just to purchase instead of using cash at
the retailers. Please see the list below for our participating retailers. These gift cards are usually
available every day in the Parish Office!
Amazon.com (2.25%): $25, $100
Applebees (8%): $10, $25
Banana Republic (14%): $25
Barnes and Nobles (8%): $10, $25
Bath and Body Works (12%): $10, $25
Bed, Bath & Beyond (7%): $25
Bravo $25
Buy Buy Baby (7%): $25
Bonefish Grill (8%): $25
Boscov’s (8%): $25
Carrabbas (8%): $25
Dunkin Donuts (3%): $10
Gap (14%): $25
Giant (10%): $10, $20, $25, $50,
$100
Home Depot (4%): $25, $100
Kohl’s (5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Longhorn Steakhouse (8%): $25
Lowe’s (4%): $25, $100
Macy’s (10%): $25
Old Navy (14%): $25
Olive Garden (8%): $25
Outback Steakhouse (8%): $25
Panera Bread (8%): $10
Red Robin (8%): $25
Red Lobster (8%): $25
Redner’s Warehouse (5%): $20, $25, $50, $100
Sam’s Club (2.5%): $25, $100
Starbucks (7%): $10
Target (2.5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Texas Roadhouse (8%): $25
Visa (1.25%): $50, $100 (no activation fee!)
Wal-Mart (2.5%): $10, $25, $50, $100
Wawa (1%): $25
Wegman’s (5%): $25, $50, $100
Weis (5%): $10, $20, $25, $50, $100
Wendy’s (6.5%): $10

